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952—The Inhabitants of Africa 


Question—What is the population of Africa? 
how is it divided religiously ? 


According to statistics recently published 
Africa has 130,000,000 people. They are 
divided religiously into three sections: For- 
ty thousand are Mohammedans; 80,000,000 
are pagans, and 10,000,000 are Christians. 
That leaves 120,000,000 to be won to Christ. 
It is a great undertaking, but with a ready 
and willing Church, Jesus can bring it 
about. 


And 





953—Is Scripture Against It? 

Question—Is there any Scripture against secret or- 
ganizations ? 

That depends upon the way you look at 
the matter. Try John 18:20. If you fol- 
low His example, you can see what is neces- 
sary. It is said that some lodges exclude 
the name of Jesus Christ from their ritual. 
I do not know that this is true, but if it is, 
excluding His name would exclude the fol- 
lowers of Jesus. Do you know of any secret 
organization which teaches Jesus’ plan of 
salvation? Do you know of any which sub- 
stitutes mere moral teachings for God’s plan 


of salvation? 





954—Did the Roman Catholics Do It? 


Question—The Seventh Day Adventists believe that 
the Roman Catholics were instrumental in changing 
the rest day from Saturday to Sunday. Are they 
right? Can Scriptures be cited to prove that Sunday 
is the proper day to keep ?—Light. 


I have heard of this question time and 
again, and time and again I have answered 
it. In Matt. 28:1, we read of the end of 
the Sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the 
first day of the week. I understand Sab- 
bath here refers to the Jewish Sabbath, and 
the first day of the week to refer to the 
Christian Sabbath, then dawning as the me- 
morial of the resurrection of Jesus which 
was the finishing of God’s spiritual work in 
the plan of salvation. Strangely enough, in 
Matthew 28: 1, the Greek word for the first 
day of the week is the word Sabbaton, and 
it is the very same word as used in the first 
part of the same text for the word Sabbath. 
In addition to this fact, we know that it was 
the custom of Paul and the early Christians 
to meet on the first day of the week to wor- 
ship. We know that John, in the book of 
Revelation, speaks of the first day of the 
week as the Lord’s Day. It really seems 
that our Seventh Day Adventists cannot 
be satisfied, so long as people see fit to 
honor the Lord by keeping the first day of 
the week as the Lord’s Day, in honor of 
His resurrection. The seventh-day Sabbath 
was made for the Jewish people, the Lord’s 
Day Sabbath was given for the Christian 
Era. The recognition of the Lord’s Sabbath 
is abundant in the New Testament, as I see 
it. 





955—What of Mormonism? 


Question—I see it stated that Mormonism has given 
up polygamy. On this point I have my doubts. Can 
you give us facts to relieve my doubts?—A. 


I fear-I cannot. It is more likely that I 
can give you information to confirm your 
doubts rather than relieve them. It is true 
that since the United States made polygamy 








unlawful, the Mormons have professed to 
abandon the practice. All the while some 
have doubted that they had done so. I will 
give you some facts pertaining to Mormon- 
ism of to-day. Mrs. S. Young Gates, a 
daughter of the late Brigham Young, who 
was in his day the head of the Mormon 
Church, has of late undertaken to proclaim 
the merits (?) of Mormonism. She is mak- 
ing a plea for its polygamous chhracter now 
on the grounds that it is needed to repopu- 
late Europe when the present war is over. 
She claims that her own life, in her youth, 
was spent in a family of nineteen wives 
and fifty-six children, was pleasant and that 
the great majority of the children of polyg- 
amy have great love and honor for the sys- 
tem and deep reverence for the polygamous 
principle. She claims that polygamy will 
be the marriage of the future. She even 
claims that great men have ever been polyg- 
amists, “either legally or illegally.” She in- 
sists that polygamy is “productive of more 
real romance than the one-marriage system 
can possibly give, it keeps pace with the 
polygamous husband’s evolutionary develop- 
ment as patriarch, saint, sympathetic mon- 
itor, and provider.” You can judge from 
these expressions of an ardent admirer of 
polygamy as to whether they have conform- 
ed to the requirements of the laws against 
polygamy in this country or not. Beyond 
all question, polygamy is dead only in so far 
as the law compels it to die, but not other- 
wise. Sooner or later it will bring more 
trouble in this country. 





956—Our Attitude Toward Tobacco 


Question—What is the attitude of the Christian 
Church toward the tobacco evil—I mean the human 
consumption of tobacco, whether chewed or smoked? 
—H.,. P. Perry. 


The Christian Church takes the Bible as 
its rule of faith and practice. The Bible 
is pronouncedly and distinctly in favor of 
cleanness and against filthiness. See Isa. 
1: 16; Ezek. 44: 23; Rev. 22:11. Lev. 22:4, 
requires that we eat not till we be clean, 
and although that was in the law of Moses, 
it seems very well adapted to the happiness 
of people in all ages. The only good known 
to men in tobacco is the money they make 
out of its sale, but is it right to sell that 
which makes people filthy and injures their 
health, just to make money? I am author- 
ized to speak in answering that question, 
for over forty years ago I was addicted to 
the tobacco habit, and I know, not by hear- 
say, but out of my own experience, that to- 
bacco made me both filthy and unhealthy. 
The best we can say of the tobacco habit 
is that it does not contribute anything to a 
true Christian life, but does much against 
it. Though I quit the use of tobacco on No- 
vember 20, 1876, yet I have suffered, phys- 
ically, all of these forty years from its ef- 
fects and cannot now hope ever to get clear 
of the evil it did against my health. If I 
had the attention of men and boys I would 
cry aloud and spare not. I would say 
to them everywhere I could reach them: 
Let it alone—there is evil in it, and I know 
it out of bitter experience. It may be that 





you have tobacco land and you are excusing 
yourself by saying: “I can make money out 
of raising tobacco,” and so you can, but re- 
member you can do evil by raising it—an 
evil that may outlive you, either in the life 
of your children or others. True, you can 
make tobacco on your land, but it is also 
true that you can make bread on the same 
land. Which do you prefer: To stand be- 
fore God in judgment with the sin of tobac- 
co-raising and the injury of others on you, 
or to stand before Him clean and pure, with 
no man in that dreadful hour pointing to 
you the finger of condemnation, as the man 
who, by raising tobacco, had injured others? 
You must answer that question for your- 
self and in the fear of God. 





957—What Is Holiness? 


Question—In Heb. 12:14, we are told that no man 
shall see the Lord without holiness. What is it to be 
holy 7—A. A. 


Your question involves so much that it is 
difficult to answer in a definite way, at least 
in the space which I am at liberty to use 
here. It is evident that holiness is a fact 
upon which our seeing the Lord depends. 
That being true, it becomes us to make an 
honest effort to know what it really means 
in that connection. Let us keep in mind 
that heaven is a place for the supreme mani- 
festation of God, and if any of us shall seek 
to enter there without holiness, we shall not 
be permitted to see the Lord. 


In keeping with this thought are the 
words of Jesus: “Blessed are the pure in 
heart, for they shall see God.” The heart, 
then, is the organ of heavenly vision. No, 
not the heart merely, but a pure heart. 
Some one has said: “Without holiness a 
person has no more fitness for heaven than 
a blind man has for a beautiful picture 
gallery.” Holiness, then, is purity of heart, 
given to Christians who seek it in faith by 
the cleansing power of the blood of Christ, 
applied by the Holy Spirit, through faith. 
Sanctification is the process of cleansing by 
which the pure heart is given, and all this 
is but fitting us to comform to the words of 
Jesus, as given to us in Matt. 5:48. God 
is holy and the people, who are to see Him 
and live with Him, must be holy also. He 
so expresses Himself in Lev. 11: 44, 45; 1 
Peter 1:15, 16. Some seek to weaken the 
force of what the Bible says by claiming 
that holiness means separation and not 
purity. But separation from what? It is 
undoubtedly separation from sin. It is 
further said: “Yes, but it is applied to 
inanimate things, such as temple furniture 
and so forth.” Let that be, and still the 
idea of holiness is separation from profane 
usage and dedicated to God’s service, and 
so whether the term holiness is applied to 
men or to things, the essential idea is the 
same. It is separation from evil uses to. 
the uses of God, and so the truth stands in 
the face of all opposition. To be holy, as 
taught in Heb. 12: 14, is to be cleansed from 
sin and sanctification, or set apart to the 
service of God, not set apart in sin, but set 
apart from sin, and in holiness to the God of 
our salvation. 
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“Earnestly Contend for the Faith Which Was 


Once Delivered Unto the Saints.”—Jude 3. 











The Coming of the Savior as Foretold by Isaiah 


EHOLD My Servant whom I uphold; Mine Elect, in 
whom my soul delighteth; I have put my spirit 
upon Him; He shall bring forth judgment to the 

Gentiles. .. .... A bruised reed shall He not break, and the 
smoking flax shall He not quench: He shall bring forth 


judgment unto truth. 
He shall not fail nor 
be discouraged, till He 
have set judgment in 
the earth; and the 
isles shall wait for His 
law.—Isaiah 42: 1-4. 
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For unto us a Child 
is born, unto us a Son 
is given; and the gov- 
ernment shall be upon 
His shoulder; and His 
name shall be called 
Wonderful, Counselor, 
the Mighty God, the 
Everlasting Father, 
the Prince of Peace. 
Of the increase of His 
government and peace 
there shall be no end, 
upon the throne of Da- 
vid, and upon His 
kingdom, to order it 
and to establish it 
with judgment and 
with justice from 
henceforth even for- 
ever.—Isaiah 9: 6, 7. 


oe 


The Spirit of the 
Lord God is upon me; 
because the Lord hath 
anointed me to preach 
good tidings unto the 
meek; He hath sent 
me to bind up the 
broken-hearted, to pro- 
claim liberty to the 
captives, and the open- 
ing of the prison to 
them that are bound; 
to proclaim the accept- 
able year of the Lord, 
and the day of venge- 


ance of our God; to comfort all that mourn; to appoint 
unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty 
for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of 
praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they might be 
called trees of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, 
that he might be glorified—Isaiah 61: 1-8. 
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CHRISTMAS 


BY REV. A. W. LIGHTBOURNE * 


The Christmas chant once more fills all the air. Ring the joy bells of 
earth and heaven! Visit again the humble stable, and standing, in 
imagination, by the simple manger, rehearse to the wondering ears of 
childhood, the strange but sweet story of the Bethlehem star and the 
angels’ song. 

Christmas is the joy day of all the year. It is the children’s day. 
It is this because the center of the Christmas scene is—a Babe. The 
angel said to the shepherds—‘“Fear not; for, be- 
hold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, 
which shall be to all people. For unto you is 
born this day in the city of David, a Savior, 
which is Christ, the Lord. And this shall be a 
sign unto you. Ye shall find the Babe lying in 
a manger.” 


The center of the scene and the theme of 
the song were the Babe and the Manger. Christ 
.did not simply come. He was born. The angel 
said, “Ye shall find—a Babe.” Not a man, but 
a Babe. Christ is sometimes called the second 
Adam, but the parallel fails in this—Adam was 
never a babe—a boy—a youth— and consequent- 
never knew anything of childhood. Christ, un- 
like Adam, “was born of a woman.” He came into the world an infant 

Christ could never have come into sensitive and sympathetic touch 
with humanity, if He had simply dropped from the skies, or miracu- 
lously burst upon the startled attention of the world. Jesus takes hold 
of the human heart because He knows all about human experience 
from babyhood to manhood. But mark you. He did not simply come 
as a Babe. If a rejoicing band of angels had brought Jesus as an in- 
fant direct from Heaven, and deposited Him in the Holy of Holies in the 
Temple, or laid Him on some royal couch in some imperial palace of 
ivory and gold and gems, specially and supernaturally prepared for His 
reception! No! “Born of a woman.” “Made of the seed of David, 
according to the flesh.” “The Word was made flesh.” 

Hitherto, how weak and unworthy had been the flesh! But now 
the “flesh” is to be glorified. “And we beheld his glory.” That glory 
would never have been seen if He had not become flesh. Now, the 
weakness and the corruption of the flesh are all to be forgotten in the 
vision of the strength, purity, beauty, and glory of the “Word made 
flesh.” All the perfidies and tragedies of recreant humanity are now 


to be atoned for by the fact that He has “become flesh and dwelt among 
us.” 


A. W. LIGHTBOURNE 


What overwhelming significance—what thrilling eloquence in this 
story of the Babe and the Manger! God’s greatest miracle is the In- 
carnation, and this was wrought to teach you and me that human na- 
ture is capable of the closest union with divinity. Man therefore, is not 
all dross and tatters. The Incarnation reveals God in man, God to man, 
and man to himself. Man belongs to God, and God works His greatest 
wonders in and through man. God in man!—what vast possibilities are 
wrapped up in this combination! 

The lesson of the hour is not so much God in Christ, as it is God 
in us. Divinity in humanity. “And this shall be a sign unto you”—not 
the splendor of a king—not the resistless march of a conqueror—but 
just this—A Babe and a Manger. 


* A year ago last July Dr. A. W. Lightbourne was called to his everlasting reward. 
His many friends will be glad to be reminded at this Christmas time of his life 
and noble service, so generously and unselfishly dedicated to the cause of Christ. 
This Christmas message is a gem—it was found a few days ago among old and 
forgotten papers.—EDIToR. 





Go through, go through the gates; prepare ye the way 
of the people; cast up, cast up the highway; gather out 
the stones; lift up a standard for the people. Behold the 
Lord hath proclaimed unto the end of the world, Say ye to 
the daughter of Zion, Behold thy salvation cometh; behold 


his reward is with him 
and his work before 
him.—Isaiah 62:10, 11. 
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Ho, every one that 
thirsteth, come ye to 
the waters, and he 
that hath no money; 
come ye, buy, and eat; 
yea, come, buy wine 
and milk without mon- 
ey, and without price. 
Wherefore do ye spend 
money for that which 
is not bread? and your 
labour for that which 
satisfieth not? hearken 
diligently unto me,and 
eat ye that which is 
good, and let your soul 
delight itself in fat- 
ness. Incline your ear, 
and come unto me: 
hear, and your soul 
shall live; and I will 
make an everlasting 
covenant with you, 
even the sure mercies 
of David. Behold, I 
have given him for a 
witness to the people, 
a leader and com- 
mander to the people. 
Behold, thou shalt call 
a nation that thou 
knowest not, and na- 
tions that knew not 
thee shall run unto 
thee because of the 
Lord thy God, and for 
the Holy One of Is- 
rael; for he hath glori- 
fied thee.—Isaiah 55:- 
1-5. 

& & 

Who hath believed 

our report? and to 


whom is the arm of the Lord revealed? For he shall grow 
up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a 
dry ground: he hath no form nor comeliness; and when 
we shall see him, there is no beauty that we should desire 
him. He is despised and rejected of men, a man of sor~ 
rows, and acquainted with grief.—Isaiah 53: 1-8. 
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A DAY IN OUR GREAT WAR CENTER 


After leaving Pennsylvania, Dec. 3, I 
went directly to Washington, D. C., where 
I spent a day and night in a little visit to 
my niece, Mrs. E. J. Edwards, the youngest 
daughter of my eldest brother, the late Jos- 
eph A. Barrett, of Virginia. She and her 
husband gave me a hearty welcome. The 
time I spent in Washington was spent in 
their home and seeing Washington, or rath- 
er a small portion of it, for not much of 
Washington can be seen in a day. We went 
through the New National Museum, which 
is a place of wonders, and, of course, full 
of interest. 

Washington is a great city and at this 
time it is crowded to such an extent as to 
make it difficult to get a room at any price, 
either in hotels or in boarding houses. 

No observant visitor can mistake the fact 
that something unusual is stirring the na- 
tion at this time—a mere glimpse of the 
city confirms the fact. The situation is 
grave and strong men show their deep con- 
cern that no serious harm may come to our 
people. They are doing their best to meet 
the exigencies of war and win. 

I was in Washington the day that Presi- 
dent Wilson delivered his great war mes- 
sage to the Congress. How glad I would 
have been to have heard him, but there was 
no chance—every available seat was taken 
before I had reached the city. Even United 
States senators were allowed only one tick- 
et, as the seats were too few to do more. 
The President made a great impression on 
the nation by his masterful message and his 
bold and determined attitude toward the 
enemies of our country. Indeed, I might 
just as well say, the enemies of the world, 
for that is just what we are fighting—it 
is not far from the whole world against the 
Kaiser and his allies. 

One thing stands out in bold relief. We 
are spending money as never before in our 
history as a nation. Of course, a lavish ex- 
penditure of the nation’s money is a neces- 
sity under the circumstances. It could hard- 
ly be expected that such large sums could be 
spent, so as to make no mistakes, but it must 
be spent. Indeed, it would be a marvel if 
so much money could be wisely and econonic- 
ally spent. Not much is said of the money 
needed except in the terms of millions and 
billions. Even calls for charitable purposes 
run into millions—yes, into many millions. 
This shows not only the liberality of the 
American people, but it shows in an unmis- 
takable way that our people are mightily 
moved by the situation of the nation and by 
the needs of our brave soldiers. 

One thing is most gratifying, and that is 
the fact that our Government is doing great 
things to protect the morals of our soldiers. 
President Wilson, supported by his cabinet, 
is determined that liquor and other evils 
shall not curse our soldiers in camp. It is 
said that in any cantonment, near a city, 
which refuses to shut up liquor shops, the 
cantonment is ordered removed. If the city 
is to keep the soldiers near it, then they 
must shut up liquor shops, and that is right. 
Of what use can a set of drunken soldiers 
be in a great national struggle? Surely 
along some lines the world is moving in 
right directions. Who would have thought, 
even twenty years ago, that within the next 
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twenty years a democratic administration 
would take such a stand against liquor to 
protect the soldiers of the nation? What 
seems impossible in one generation is the 
thing accomplished in the next generation. 
While passing from place to place in the 
city, I called on my old friend, Hon. Jose- 
phus Daniels, Secretary of the Navy. I 
had known him intimately in North Carolina 
in the “eighties” of the last century, for we 
(both of us) published papers in the same 
building in the city of Raleigh—he was edit- 
ing and publishing The State Chronicle, and 
I was editing and publishing The Christian 
Sun, our Southern Church paper. Of course 
I came to know him well, and I always 
found him to stand on the right side in all 
great moral questions, and that is saying 
a good deal for a man who was a leader in 
State politics. I recall the fact that when 
the issue of Prohibition arose in that State, 
Mr. DAaniels bravely took the side of Prohi- 
bition, and through the columns of his 
paper, The News and Observer, he fought 
to a finish—and won. We are not in the 
least discussing his politics when we say 
he is a brave Christian statesman and not 
afraid to do his duty. On this occasion we 
found him to be the same genial man, broth- 
erly and cordial, a man of the people, ever 
standing for the right as he sees it. His 
enemies (yes, he has enemies, as all men do, 
who have force in their make up) have 
tried to down him, but they have only lifted 
him higher in the estimation of the nation. 
Some of his enemies have declared that he 
is not big enough to fill the position of Secre- 
tary of the Navy. If they had known him, 
as some of his intimate friends know him, 
they would have never said such a thing, 
for history will prove them poor prophets. 
In the years to come, he will be regarded 
as one of the greatest men who ever filled 
that position. He has already done many 
worthy things by which he will long be re- 
membered, but one thing will ever stand 
out as the mountain peak of his career, and 
that is the fact that he was the first man in 
modern civilization to see the unwisdom of 
allowing liquor in the Navy and then to put 
it out by an order, firmly standing by his 
guns, even in the face of fierce opposition. 
Since his brave stand for this course, other 


nations have at least in part adopted a 


similar idea, but Josephus Daniels made the 
United States the leader in this great re- 
form. He made bitter enemies by this bold 
stroke, but he did not falter, and his many 
friends stand by him. 


Mr. Daniels not only has a position of 
honor in this war, but he has given to its 
support on the field of action, at least two 
members of his family. His own son is in 
the field and his wife’s brother is also taking 
part in the struggle in European waters. It 
was only a day or two after I called on him 
that the news came that Mr. Worth Bagley, 
a brother of Mrs. Daniels had lost his life 
in the sinking of the patrol boat, the Jacob 
Jones. She lost a brother in the Spanish- 
American war in Cuba. To have the same 
sad fate come to her again was a terrible 
blow. Since then the glad news has come that 
Mr. Bagley had been rescued and is safe. 
We rejoice with Mr. and Mrs. Daniels and 
her mother in this happy ending of their 
grief, as do the good people of the nation. 


DECEMBER 20, 1917 


Billy Sunday is to be in Washington, if 
I mistake not, in January. I saw the big 
tabernacle they are building for the use of 
his meetings. It is near the Union Railway 
Station. It will be most convenient for vis- 
itors. 

Well, and here is another thing which 
seems almost as if it were a new thing un- 
der the sun, and that is Washington, the 
Capital of the Nation, is dry. What a 
transformation! Even if twenty years ago, 
it had been predicted that in this good year 
of our Lord, 1917, Washington City, the 
Capital of the Nation, would be dry, who 
would have believed such a prediction? And 
yet it has come to pass. Perhaps the chief 
trouble in Washington in enforcing the dry 
law will be to get officers who are in sympa- 
thy with the law. While waiting for a car 
on 14th Street, a man came up with a large 
basket full of small bottles filled with a yel- 
low liquid. Just then a policeman came up. 
I saw he was eying the basket quite slyly. 
Then he walked up and asked what it was. 
He was politely told that it was furniture 
polish, and so he let it go, but I could see 
from his manner he was not much in sym- 
pathy with the dry law. I think he would 
hardly have said anything as to the bottles 
filled with yellow liquid, but for the fact that 
I took some interest in trying to ascertain 
just what the liquid might be. I think the 
policeman was a bit afraid that I was 
watching him as well as the liquid, and so 
he made inquiry, but in a cold and half- 
hearted manner. We need men who are in 
sympathy with the dry law to enforce it, in 
Washington as well as elsewhere. 

From Washington, I went to Baltimore 
and spent a few hours with my nephew, Mr. 
John Herbert Barrett, a brother of Mrs. 
Edwards, mentioned above. I had a delight- 
ful visit with him and his family, wife and 
four beautiful children. He is in business 
with Stewart and Company—a house doing 
millions of dollars worth of business an- 
nually. He is in charge of their credit de- 
partment and carries a heavy responsibility. 


As we were walking through the streets, 
I noticed an inscription on a large building 
—a business house. It read: “Upon this 
spot stood, from 1774 to 1786, the Lovely 
Lane Meeting-house, in which was organ- 
ized, December, 1784, the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, in the United States of 
America.” That inscription interested me 
—~it may be that it was on this spot also 
that the division between James O’Kelly and 
his associates and the Methodist Church 
took place, from which, two years later, 
was formed what is known in history as the 
Christian Church. I felt that I was on 
historic ground in which our people may 
have real and lasting interest. 


On Wednesday afternoon, bidding my 
nephew and his family farewell, I took the 
fast train on the B. & O. Railway for the 
West, reaching home on Thursday at two 
o’clock in the afternoon. I found the edi- 
tor’s work in good shape, due largely to the 
careful attention given it by Mrs. Barrett 
in my absence. That is not strange, for she 
has done that sort of work for me for near- 
ly twenty-five years, including my editorial 
connection with The Christian Sun, in the 
South. But my letter is already too long 
and must close. a. 2B. 











*K 


Let your Christmas giving be a help- 
ing hand to the needy. 


*** Bro. Godley’s message on page 7, is 
short, but it is full of meaning and deserves 
attention. 


*** That is a sweet message on page 3 
from Dr. Lightbourne—it is almost as a 
message from the dead. 


*** Dr, Coffin’s message to the Disciple 
Convention recently held in Kansas City is 
well worth the attention of our brotherhood. 
See page 6. 


*** This is our Christmas issue—given a 
week ahead so as to reach the brotherhood 
in advance of the day. Let us honor our 
Lord by properly observing the day. 


*** And so we have two churches in 
Springfield, Ohio. See Rev. R. H. Clem’s 
report on page 21—news from the field. 
Bro. Clem has wrought well in his work—in 
that city. 


*** Last Sunday night (Dec. 9) Pastor 
Howsare had a special service in the First 
church in Dayton for all of the Eaton peo- 
ple who now live in Dayton, and though it 
was one of the most forbidding evenings of 
the winter so far, there was a large attend- 
ance and much interest. 


*** Rev. M. P. Julian is dead—he depart- 
ed this life, November 15, 1917. His last 
illInes was accompanied by much suffering, 
but it was endured with much patience, 
waiting for the Master’s call to come to his 
home in Heaven. The funeral was con- 
ducted by Brother Wescott, a Methodist 
minister in St. Cloud, Florida. So writes 
his wife. 


*** On Tuesday and Wednesday of this 
week an important gathering of our people 
throughout central Ohio is announced for 
Defiance College. They come together in 
the interest of the great work of that insti- 
tution, under the leadership of Acting Pres- 
ident A. G. Caris. An occasion of unusual 
interest is expected. We hope to give a full 
report in our next issue of the doings of the 
occasion. 


*** Rev. B. A. Kaufman, Secretary, writ- 
ing from Kokomo, Indiana, Dec. 11, says: 
“The second session of the Eastern Indiana 
Quarterly Conference will meet in session 
with the Winchester Christian church, be- 
ginning Tuesday evening, December 25, at 
7:30. Winchester is at the crossing of the 
Big Four and the G. R. & I Railways and 
on the Muncie and Union City division of 
I. V. T. lines.” A good attendance is desired. 


*** We have made much of our “liberty,” 
but too little, I fear, of our religion.—Rev. 
C. A. McDaniel, Milford, N. J. We believe 
it would pay our people to spend the next 
year in the practical and prayerful study 
of that one short sentence. It is so easy to 
place the emphasis on the wrong thought. 


If we had the fulness of Jesus in the Chris- 
tian life, we should have no trouble in se- 
curing all the liberty we need. 


*** My work is averaging well here at 
Milford, N. J., as far as I am able to see, 
although some things might be better than 
they are—yet I am thankful to the dear 
Lord for personal blessings in the midst of 
our great loss—Rev. C. A. McDaniel, Mil- 
ford, N. J. The great loss to which our 
brother refers is the death of his beloved 
wife a few months ago, and that was indeed 
a loss. May God bless our sorrowing 
brother. 


*** The work here goes well—all things 
considered. The snow-storm of last week 
blocked travel and kept us out of serv- 
ice last Sunday. Our Christian Endeavor 
Society has become imbued with the “drive” 
spirit, and since the first Sunday in October 
twenty-nine members have been enlisted— 
all new. The good old HERALD comes lad- 
ened with good things for the spiritual life 
each week, and I desire to thank you for 
your part.—Rev. James M. Pittman, Port 
Byron, N. Y. 


*** Our boys are flying to the colors and 
we are all undone. When December 15 is 
passed, we can sigh a sigh of suspense sus- 
pended.—President Harper, Elon College. 
We can all sympathize with our brother in 
the loss to the college for the present of the 
fine young men who are answering the 
country’s call to the colors, and regret that 
there is a necessity that it should be so, and 
yet for the present it cannot be avoided. 
May God’s blessings be upon the young men 
thus responding to the call of the country. 


*** Elsewhere in this issue will be found 
a notice from Rev. Eugene Willard, who 
announces himself ready to serve as pastor 
where he may be needed and conditions are 
satisfactory. Brother and Sister Willard 
have recently returned from India, where 
they went to engage in foreign mission 
work. War conditions in India, however, 
made it quite impossible for them to remain 
—hence their return. We wish some of our 
pastorless churches may engage him to 
serve them. 


*** The weather is very cold here—we 
have about six inches of snow on the ground, 
and the thermometer is registering two de- 
grees below zero. That is about all a 
southerner can stand, but we have a plenty 
to eat and good warm quarters, so we are 
comfortable. The good people of this church 
have been very kind to us. Their kindness 
is in evidence every week. Indeed, the Lord 
is blessing us here in many ways. I praise 
the Lord for any success which may come 
to my labors.—Rev. J. C. Barrett, Madison- 
ville, Pa. 


*** In this issue will be found an inter- 
esting account of the recent celebration of 
the fiftieth anniversary of the ordination of 
Rev. Martyn Summerbell, D. D., LL. D., 
held in Brooklyn, N. Y., where the ordina- 
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tion took place fifty years ago. While it 
has been said that statistics show that min- 
isters of the gospel, as a class, live longer 
than most of the other classes of the people, 
yet not many ministers live to see the 
fiftieth anniversary of their ordination. We 
congratulate Brother Summerbell on the 
blessings of a long and useful life in the 
service of the Lord, our God. May he yet 
be spared to us for many useful years. 


*** Last Sunday was a day full of inter- 
est in the services of the First Christian 
church, Dayton, Ohio. In the morning by 
the special request of Brother Howsare, the 
pastor, Dr. O. W. Powers preached a ser- 
mon on “Evangelism.” It was a splendid 
effort and we believe greatly appreciated 
by the people who heard him. In the even- 
ing, Sergeant Heywood, of the Dayton 
Police Department, spoke on the rescue 
work as it is carried on under his labors in 
this city. It was a most interesting presen- 
tation of the matter and we believe deeply 
impressed the people present with the possi- 
bilities of that good work. Brother How- 
sare is making preparation for a series of 
meetings to begin, if the Lord permit, 
January 6. Rev. L. E. Smith, Huntington, 
Indiana, is expected to be present and assist 
in the meeting by doing the preaching. In 
our next issue we are expecting to give a 
sermon by Brother Smith, which will let our 
many readers know something of the good 
fortune which is to come to our Dayton 
people in this series of meetings. Let our 
brotherhood remember our Dayton First 
church in this effort to win men to Christ. 
Brother Smith is doing a fine work in 
Huntington. 


*** Tt would indeed be contrary to human 
nature that I should be in accord with your 
every policy and conviction, but permit me 
to say that I feel THE HERALD to be in tal- 
ented and consecrated hands, and my prayer 
is that it shall be kept so, and away from 
an element I frequently hear mentioned.— 
Rev. J. H. Lightbourne, Sidney, Indiana. 
That is quite generous and we appreciate 
such an expression. We have never expect- 
ed to have every one agree with us in all 
things. It amuses us sometimes to hear 
people intimate that they have been expect- 
ing to have the editor to so conduct our 
church paper as to have the approval of all. 
Brethren, that cannot be done. If the editor 
could please one man in everything, the 
course that would please that one man would 
displease the next one that might come 
along! No man can edit a paper to suit 
every one—it would be a piece of folly to 
try. When Mr. Harrison became President 
of the United States, he said he was going 
to try to please himself. We could not un- 
dertake so much of a task as that, but we 
did promise the Convention at Huntington, 
when we were first called to the editorial 
tripod, to do our best to please the Lord, 
and however much we have failed, we are 
still trying and mean to continue to do so to 
the end, God helping. 
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A FRATERNAL MESSAGE TO THE DISCIPLES OF CHRIST 


By Rev. F. G. Coffin, D. D., Albany, N. Y., 


President of The American Christian Convention 


I am pleased to have a minor role in this 
extraordinary ocassion which so aptly forms 
a part of the magnificant program of your 
Convention and to 
represent the Chris- 
tian Church in the 
expression of a prin- 
ciple for which it 
unitedly stands. 

With you of this 
communion we have 
many unities. The 
beginning of our his- 
tory antedates the 
work of Alexander 
Campbell by but a 
few years. Though never united, our 
historical lines have closely parallelled. 
Our common attitude against creeds and 
ecclesiastical verbiage of 
human origin have made 
us the sharers of like ex- 
periences. You make quite 
the same declaration of 
principle as my own 
church. In many local- 
ities you are known by the 
same name. These very 
items of unity have been 
responsible for confusion 
and complications which 
have not always been con- 
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ings with the Disciple Church. 
and a desire for a closer fellowship. 
representatives of the two bodies it was decided to ask that fraternal] tion. Almost every city in 
delegates be sent from each denomination to the general Convention 
Responding to this memorial, the Executive Board of The 
American Christian Convention appointed 


of the other. 


is as useful a service as that which we de- 
nominate Evangelism, Missions, or other de- 
partments of Christ’s Kingdom. 

History indicts the church in that it has 
submitted too much to the spirit of the 
times in which it operated. Her spiritual 
deflections have been reflections of the zeit- 


geist. Her failure to stand in opposition to 
her times marks her historical shame. Yet 
men who are jealous for the success of the 
church in these days are anxious that she 
shall do this very thing in some respects. 
Side by the fact of a war-sundered world 
is another produced by it; namely, the unity 
of forces. In this hour of stress in our na- 
tion, there are unavoidable demands for the 
abolition of the separating lines of politics, 
religious opinions, and narrow social dis- 


REV. F. G. COFFIN, D. D., 
President American Christian Convention 
Albany, New York 


Some time ago our brethren of the South exchanged fraternal greet- 
This resulted in pleasant conferences 
At the joint conference of the 
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A GREAT CONVENTION 


its president to attend the 


performed by sections of either the nation 
or the church. 

The logic of events demands the closest 
affiliation possible. Whether our task is ap- 
proached from the angle of community ser- 
vice or world service; whether ministering 
to the bodies or to the souls of men; the 
same unity of forces is imperatively de- 
manded. That this impression is universal 
is evident from the indubitable get-together 
tendencies of the modern church. Devisive 
non-essentials are being everywhere soft- 
pedaled and unities stressed in obedience to 
conscientious convictions. The most exclu- 
sive ecclesiastics are scenting something 
akin to crime in a divided church. Great in- 
terests of the Kingdom of Christ make in- 
exorable demand for the combined impact 


of a united Christendom. 
It is not that our Chris- 


tian tasks cannot be so 
well done by non-coopera- 
tion. The awful alterna- 
tive is that they cannot be 
done at all. Even in the 
community dooryard of 
our church, the work 
awaiting us can be per- 
formed only by coopera- 


the United States is at 
once an example of both 






































where interests in local 
communities have taken 
on the character of com- 
petition rather than coop- 
eration. If from some such 
experience we may have 
denominated you “Camp- 
bellites,” you have been 
amply revenged by a re- 
ciprocal designation of 
“Newlights.” We now of- 
fer you both our penitence 
and our forgiveness. 

I want to voice the con- 
gratulations of the breth- 
ren of my church up- 
on your denominational 
achievements. You have 
worked by a program of 
aggressiveness which is 
the marvel of modern 
churchmen. We are also 
indebted to you for your 
splendid contributions to 
the great world move- 
ments of Christianity for 
which we must all feel a re- 
sponsibility and rejoice in 
every additional part as- 
sumed by every other body. 
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Especially has it been gratifying that a 
group within your communion has for the 
last few years been emphasizing the es- 
sential unity of the Kingdom of Christ in 
a way that has been done by no other peo- 
ple. An agitation toward Christian unity 


moth building well adapted for such purposes. There were, perhaps, 
five thousand registered delegates, with several times that number of 
additional attendants during the whole Convention. Fraternal dele- 
gates were also present from the Congregational and Presbyterian 
Churches. 

On Saturday evening a banquet was held in honor of the visiting 
fraternal messengers. Short addresses were delivered by all of the 
visitors, concluding with an address by Rev. Finis Idleman, of New 
York. Sunday evening a great service for Christian unity was held, 
at which fifteen thousand persons were present. One speaker from 
each denominational deputation addressed the Convention. The even- 
ing concluded with a masterful presentation of Christian unity by 
Bishop Charles P. Anderson, of Chicago, Bishop of the Episcopal Church. 

Several features of the Convention impressed the visitor especially: 

First, the catholicity of the Convention conception. The program 
emphasis was upon the Kingdom more than upon the denomination. 
I have never attended a denominational Convention where less was 
said about the denomination and more about the Kingdom of Christ. 

Second, the magnitude of activities and the interests administered. 
The field covered by the Disciple Church is very extended and probably 
presents as wide a diversity as can be found in any denomination to-day. 

Third, the masterful management of the Convention itself. It was 
a combination of business, education, and inspiration. 

Fourth, the phenomenal communion service on Sunday afternoon at 
which fifteen thousand were present and many others turned away. 
The doors of the Hall were closed twenty minutes before the time 
announced, for want of further room. Four hundred and eighty deacons 
distributed the emblems. It was one of the largest communion services 
ever held by this denomination. 

An interesting feature was the introduction of Decima, the tenth 
daughter of Alexander Campbell, to the Convention. 

Throughout there was a marked effort to do our church history 
and identity justice. The Convention left nothing to be desired in a 
generous and thoughtful reception of all fraternal messengers. 


tinctions. Any other spirit than unity is a 
crime against both patriotism and humanity. 
Our times have no appeal to segments ex- 
cept to unite in order to complete the circle 
of a common humanity. The tasks of the 
hour are everywhere too stupendous to be 











is not 


ducive to the warmest general Convention of the Disciples of Christ, which met in Kansas overworked fields and un- 
Christian fellowship. Our City, October 24th to 31st, 1917, and to convey the greetings of the used opportunities because 
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not attempt the program 
made necessary by our 
times without a coordina- 
tion of church forces. It 
ought to be impossible to 
longer get the consent of 
our consciences to violate 
both the highest loyalty to 
humanity and the simplest 
teachings of our Chris- 
tianity. The world call 
has imposed a task for 
which the Church of Je- 
sus Christ is wholly inade- 
quate except by a union of 
forces. One cannot men- 
tion a genuinely Christian 
activity which will not be 
proportionate to the de- 
gree of unity realized by 
the churches. 

The mildest thing which 
can be said in view of all 
these things is that the 
non-federation of denomi- 
nations is an egregious 
mistake. The times re- 
quire the mobilization of 
all with all. The inde- 
pendent denomination is 


an insolent denomination, for the slogan 
of our day 
interdependence—every one a bit and all the 
bits together. 
standards are of much iess consequence 
than her Kingdom standard. 


independence, but 


The church’s regimental 
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Our problems have already gone beyond 
the adequacy of mere comity. They demand 
cooperation. This, too, will in time become 
insufficient. The ultimate must be union. 
The spirit which is now leading us will not 
stop short of that. A crisis is on in the 
American church. Will we have the courage 
to go all the way? Can we, the church of 
Jesus Christ in America, unhindered by the 
prejudices injected through centuries of sec- 
tarianism, still follow the heart and the 
prayer of Christ to the end? These are no 
times for thrusting the petty and insignifi- 
cant to the fore. Big issues make big days 
and big issues and big days demand big 
churches and big men. It is doubtful if 
there has ever been a time when the church 
could turn apostate to her sacred obligations 
with greater guilt than now. She will have 
to account to an unforgiving generation if 
before the issues of life she presses the 
traditions of denominationalism. Even in- 
dulging sentiments of comity will not satis- 
fy. The world will not be willing to accredit 
the church as a worthy institution unless 
she converts herself into a united construc- 
tive force. Without this, eventually, by de- 
cree of a humanity loving world, she will be 
consigned to the junk heap of history. The 
disinterested world which we are trying to 
impress scorns our histories, our dogmas, 
and our distinctions, but it measures well 
and values high our service to humanity. 

To you who have already diagnosed the 
beats of the world pulse further words 
would be wasted. Were we starting a new 
day far away from the grip of the gray arms 
of the past, the American church would be 
a decidedly different institution. If she can 
have the consecration and inventiveness to 
interpret her duty in the light of present 
conditions; if she can mass her forces to- 
gether to go the new thing for the Kingdom 
of Christ, she will remain with increasing 
favor. We dare not think of the alternative 
results. In Jesus Christ we must have the 
courage of spiritual adventure. 

The signs of the church and times en- 
courage us. The movements of change are 
in the right direction, though they are 
marked by less celerity than we wish. This 
is being rapidly effected. The Sunday School, 
Christian Endeavor societies, and other or- 
ganizations are working together with a 
minimum of embarrassments from denom- 
inationalism. They unite without a doctrinal 
questionnaire. Their common interest and 
basis of union is in Christian life and Chris- 
tian service. They inject no question as to 
ceremonies and sacraments. They set up no 
arbitrary tests of doctrine and theology. 
They mutually seek to be Christ-like in life 
practice, independent of extraneous consid- 
erations. Out of this program there is de- 
veloping a constantly increasing unity. They 
are the pioneers and the way of their coming 
together is marking the trails for all suc- 
ceeding movements of similar import. 

Creedal statements, though designed to 
unify, have the unvarying testimony of cen- 
turies that they are divisive. We must fin- 
ally come back to the sufficiency of the holy 
scriptures alone for a full and complete 
creedal statement; the adequacy of Jesus 
Christ as the supreme divine authority in 
his church, and the Christ-likeness of the 
individual Christian as a basis both as nar- 
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row and as broad as is required for the full- 
est Christian fraternity. Whether the church 
world yet fully realizes that here they will 
arrive when their complete convergence has 
been accomplished, I do not know, but I 
believe that you feel with me that upon such 
a platform we must finally stand together. 

But fellowship is not primarily a matter 
of method. It is first a spirit. Given the 
spirit of a generous affiliation, plans for ex- 
pressing it are comparatively easy. There 
must be the warmth of a genuine fellowship 
among individual Christians, from which is 
absent all tendency to narrowness, self seek- 
ing, and prejudice. This must be accom- 
plished before any program of larger ap- 
plication can have hope of success with these 
same people. 

The unity of Christian forces has its first 
place of operation in the individual heart. 
A denominational officer elected to promote 
unity, will find his credentials of election to 
such an office wholly without meaning unless 
he can have the spirit of Christian love and 
fraternity in the hearts of those with whom 
he plans and labors. 


It will probably be easier to establish 
unity at the top of our several denomina- 
tions than at the bottom. Our denomination- 
al officiaries visioning the need of it, lose 
pettiness in the dominance of world inter- 
ests which they realize must be worked out 
in conjunction with others. Down in some 
village with a population of two hundred 
and the maintainance of five churches, the 
union situation presents a different aspect, 
though the need is more pungent, the dif- 
ficulties are greater. Here is a spirit inbred 
and oft reborn. It is the accumulation of 
several generations. To change it may take 
no less. In coming together we must take 
into consideration this common situation. 
Conference resolutions will not bring de- 
nominations into cooperation. Secretaries’ 
reports of resolutions adopted will make 
little impress in the far away church ab- 
sorbed in the warfare of community strife. 
Great accomplishments do not come so easily 
as this. They are the result of the “Line 
upon line and precept upon precept.” What- 
ever effort may be required, it is not too 
much if the end can be accomplished. 

If we believe in the ideals of which this 
meeting to-night is an advocaté, we must 
begin at once the education of our church 
constituency toward Christ-like feeling. We 
must start in the home in the Christian 
culture of our children. This has in some 
instances gone little beyond the production 
of denominational bigotry. We must follow 
on through the church school and the church 
service with the inculcation of Kingdom 
love, Kingdom loyalty, and Kingdom fellow- 
ship. We must disclose the whole great 
Kingdom of Christ instead of our little pro- 
vince.. The ministry must be an agency 
through which the whole plan and spirit of 
Christ finds adequate expression. The col- 
lege and seminary must have their teachings 
regulated by the same splendid ideal. Relig- 
ious journalism must have the rancor, 
irony, and sarcasm taken out of it. Chris- 
tian editors must be the followers of ex- 
panding ways to the heights of world bro- 
therhood; not the travelers of narrow tan- 
gled paths to the dark valleys of denomi- 
nation segregation. 
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More than all this, we who are here must 
be very sure that in addition to the profound 
things which we have thought and the 
splendid plans which we have originated, 
we have placed first emphasis upon putting 
ourselves individually in touch with the 
great Master of the Kingdom; that when we 
pray, we can pray our Father; that when 
we love we can so love the Christ and be 
ambitious for His cause that we will be 
unconscious of any distinctions. If the 
whole life of our church emanates from Him 
and continues within the precincts of His 
will, there will be outstanding that incom- 
parable fact of Christian unity, for in Him 
is neither separation nor contradiction. 
The vision is worthy of us, brethren. Let 
us here together dedicate ourselves to its 
accomplishment. Whatever history may have 
been with us or with others, let us turn our 
faces toward a splendid future from which 
we can eliminate all the embarrassments of 
the past and work together for the realiza- 
tion of the desires which throb in the great 
heart of our common Lord and Savior Jesus 


Christ. 


There is a German legend that at one time 
the world ran riot with discords. Somewhere 
in space there was the great symphony and 
every creature was ambitious to be its dis- 
coverer. It formed the quest of lives. Each 
man had found but a few of the vagrant 
notes. He was sure that he was right and 
he was. He had a part of that which all 
were seeking, but not the whole. Each, be- 
cause he knew he was right, insisted on 
playing the notes he knew, sometimes with 
the purpose of either drowning out the pro- 
ductions of others, or proving their inferior- 
ity. A riot of sound filled the world. Rest 
was possible for none. Finally each took 
his little part to the great Musician to have 
its rightness verified. The Master took the 
wild and separated notes which they brought, 
putting each where it belonged in the di- 
vine scale and relating it to the contribu- 
tions of all others. At His sign each sound- 
ed the note of whose rightness he was s0 
sure, and Lo, the world’s great harmony 
was found, not by one, but by all. 


WHY SO FEW CONVERTS? 


“There is a reason”—reasons. 

1. Neglect of church members to read 
and prayerfully study their Bibles. There 
are some exceptions. 

Not living in communion with God them- 
selves, they do not have a heart-yearning 
for the lost souls about them. I find that 
even among pastors there are some who 
neglect the family altar. How can they ex- 
pect conversion of sinners to Christ? 

2. The pleasures and vanities of the 
world have gained the ascendency in the 
minds of many and they seldom think of 
doing everything “to the glory of God.” 

3: The lusts of the flesh,-the pride of 
life, and the evil habits of many so bind 
them to the world that they hardly believe 
Christ able to save them; if they think 
about salvation at all. 

One pastor said to me: “More souls are 
barred from the church because of impure 
lives than by any other cause.” 

Let us strongly urge purity of thought 
and life! A. G. 
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DR. MARTYN SUMMERBELL’S FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY 


The first Sunday of December was a great 
day at the Christian Church of the Evan- 
gel, Brooklyn, N. Y., for a triple anni- 
versary was observed. There was first the 
annual home-coming. Letters had been sent 
out signed by the deacons and the trustees 
inviting the former and present members of 
the church and con- 
gregation to this 
home-coming. A good- 
ly number responded 
and enjoyed the fel- 
lowship of the morn- | 
ing and evening gath- \ 
erings. 

Then there was the 
annual Thanksgiving 
Festival which has 
been a regular feature 
of the church year from time immemorial. 
Friends brought the fruitage of garden and 
orchard to the church where the different 
vegetables and fruits were tastily arranged 
on the platform by a committee appointed 
for that purpose. On the next day they 
were distributed among the poor and 
the aged and then what remained was | 
given to a local Home for the Aged. 

The crowning and climatic feature 
of the day was the observance of the 
fiftieth anniversary of the ordination 
of Rev. Martyn Summerbell, D. D., 
L.L. D., President of Starkey Semin- 
ary and Palmer Institute at Lake- 
mont, N. Y. Dr. Summerbell was pas- 
tor of the Brooklyn church for four- 
teen years of his ministry. The pres- 
ent edifice was built under his minis- 
trations and most faithfully did he 
labor for the upbuilding of the local 
Zion. It was most apropos that after 
a half-century had gone by that Dr. 
Summerbell should once more stand 
in the very room where, fifty years 
before that, he was consecrated to a 
holy ministry. 

In the morning service Dr. Summer- 
bell preached on the subject of “Chris- 
tain Training of the Child in the 
Home.” Six children had been given 
to him and he could speak from a 
varied and long experience. The even- 
ing service was given over to a rem- 
iniscent address in which Dr. Sum- 
merbell dwelt on his early life, his 
first experience in preaching a ser- 
mon. The call for the first sermon 
came when he was hoeing corn. He 
strenuously insisted that he could not 
preach, but his uncle, Nicholas Sum. 
merbell, told him that he must start 
sometime and he might as well start 
then, so he decided to try it, with fear and 
trembling. 

When he became pastor of the Brooklyn 
church there were only six members, five 
women and one man. From that small be- 
ginning the larger membership was built 
up. Several incidents were given in con- 
nection with the Brooklyn pastorate. At the 
close of each service the friends were given 
the opportunity of wishing him many years 
yet of service. Congratulatory letters were 
read from W. A. Harper, President of Elon 
College; Rev. O. W. Powers, D. D., a long- 
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time friend of Dr. Summerbell; Rev. L. E. 
Johnson, D. D., pastor of the new Christian 
church here in Brooklyn, and an official let- 
ter of congratulation signed by the Presi- 
dent of The American Christian Convention, 
Dr. F. G. Coffin, and by Dr. J. F. Burnett, 
the Secretary. H. A. BARTON. 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 





ELON COLLEGE, N. C. 
Dr. Martyn Summerbell, 
Church of the Evangel, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 

REVEREND AND BELOVED BROTHER:—On 
this happy day, the day that marks the 
celebration of the jubilee of your ordination 
for a half-century to the gospel ministry, 
I, as one whose life has been touched 
and lifted up by that ministry, extend to you 
the sincere greetings of a grateful heart. 
For many years now you have been making 
regular visits to this college. We have come 
to anticipate these visits as benedictions to 
our hearts and lives. And we look forward 
to their annual recurrence, not because 
there is any sensational modernism in your 
messages, esteemed in many places to be the 
fundamental requisite of sermons pleasing 
to college audiences. 


rome 
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We anticipate ‘them as being occasions 
when the pure and holy gospel of our Lord 
and Master will be presented in all sincerity 
and with a conviction and eloquence born of 
the heavenly realm. These messages, many 
of them, you have preserved in permanent 
form in your books, “Religion in College 
Life,” and “Faith for the College Man.” 
May we humbly suggest that other volumes 
conserve for the coming generations of men 
those not having found place in these two 
splendid Gibraltars of Christian faith. 


Fifty years in the ministry—we can hard- 
ly believe it, beloved friend, when we look 
in your face and give ear to your discourses 
replete with youth and vigor. But when 


we scan the record of your labors in the 
Lord, we wonder that you have been able in 
so short a time to accomplish so much. We 
thank God for such a man and pray for 
you on this happy occasion, for length of 
days and continued great serviceableness 
which we are sure our Father will vouch- 
safe you. 

No word of ours can praise you, worthy 
prince of the Heavenly Kingdom. Your 
deeds of service and statesmanship and sac- 
TIRGOK o:0,6.0.0' these are your encomium and 
these will, when the Father calls you to 
Himself, constitute your imperishable monu- 
ment and fitting praise. 

It is a joy to have known and loved you, 
dear brother, and it is an honor to send 
you these greetings at this sacred hour. 

I have the honor to subscribe myself, 

W. A. HARPER. 





ALBANY, N. Y., Dec. 1, 1917. 
Dr. Martyn Summerbell, 
Lakemont, N. Y. 

DEAR BROTHER:—As President and Sec- 
retary of The American Christian Conven- 
tion, we desire to voice the congratulations 
of the entire brotherhood upon the fiftieth 
anniversary of your ordination. 

The Church in which you have served for 
the past half-century gratefully acknowl- 

edges an immeasurable indebtedness for 
your splendid contributions to its life as 
preacher, educator, author, counselor, 
and leader. You have greatly enriched 
every field of church activity. 

We join in the felicitations of a multi- 
tude of your friends at this time, that 
many more years of health, happiness, 
and Christian usefulness may be yours. 

In Christian love, 
F. G. CorFrin, President, 
The American Christian Convention. 
J. F. BURNETT, Secretary, 
The American Christian Convention. 





DAYTON, OHIO, Nov. 28, 1917. 


To My Dear Friend and Brother, 

Rev. Martyn Summerbell, D. D., 

Lakemont, N. Y. 
Not being permitted to Be with you 
and to join with the Christian Church 
and its friends in Brooklyn in celebrat- 
ing the fiftieth anniversary of your or- 
dination to the Christian ministry, it 
gives me real pleasure to rejoice with all 
concerned in the happy event, an event 
which does not come to many ministers 
of the gospel. Fifty years! How soon 
they come and go! Yesterday we were 
young ministers, just starting on the pil- 
grimage of earth, but to-day the pilgrim- 
age is almost over and we are watching 
with constant concern the setting sun. 
This is a happy event, but more than 
the happiness it gives is the fruitage of 
fifty years well and faithfully spent in 
the Lord’s vineyard. I am sure the retro- 
spect is enchanting! In it gather the 
battles of fifty years and the victories, 
too. How beautiful it is to look upon the 
past in the light of Christ and to see in 
it all a true and noble purpose running 
through the days, weeks, months, and 
years, as they have come and gone. How 
I would delight to be with you on this 
happy occasion and share with you and 
your many friends the blessings of the 
day in the renewal of the associations of a 
lifetime! May the days that remain be 
many and as beautiful as Christian graces 
can make them. 

With best wishes and prayers, I am, as 
always, 

Your devoted friend and brother, 


J. PRESSLEY BARRETT. 


NoTE:—It seems the omitted letters are due to ap- 
pear among the above, but, as they were not sent, we 
eannot publish.—EpITor. 


What we think of Christ will determine 
what we ask of Him.—Rev. E. Lloyd Jones. 
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A DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICE 


The Pittsburgh Congress on Inter-Church 
Federations went on record in favor of a 
Department of Social Service for every fed- 
erated group, accounting this to be one of 
the most important fields of cooperative 
effort. The Chairman of the Congress, in 
introducing the subject, admitted that he 
had once looked askance at the social pro- 
gram of the church, but that he now gave 
it his unqualified endorsement. 

The following paragraphs from the re- 
port of the Sub-Commission will serve as 
definitions. 

The field of social service includes all the 
varied efforts and agencies by which men 
are working together for the welfare and 
progress of humanity. 

There can be no sharply defined line where 
social service leaves off and the ministry 
to the soul begins, but in every large com- 
munity, and increasingly in small communi- 
ties, a variety of agencies and movements 
have arisen which are clearly defined as 
social service. The problem of the Depart- 
ment of Social Service is to lead the 
churches into cooperation with these agen- 
cies, and as an independent force in the 
fields of social effort. 

The churches have a distinctive function 
in social work, which is to endeavor to lift 
all social effort to the plane of spiritual 
ministry. Social service is love in action 
guided by social experience, and in its high- 
est form, where love for God and the love 
for humanity are one strong passion, it all 
becomes spiritual service. Social service 
tends to become mechanical and lifeless un- 
less it is thus quickened. To make it such 
is the church’s inspiring opportunity. 

The first part of the report had to do 
with the organization of a Social Service 
Department. It is assumed that community 
work will be performed by churches acting 
together. Where there are even two churches. 
occupying the same field, they should find 
some plan of joint action. Incidentally one: 
of the effects of a social vision on the part: 
of the churches will be a definite contribu-: 
tion to the cause of Christian unity. Sociall 
service is “largely outside the field of re~ 
ligious controversy.” A community task 
therefore offers the easiest line of approach, 
and a working basis for a real comity. 

It is recommended that each federated 
group organize one comprehensive depart- 
ment, and that special agencies for specific 
tasks be created by it as occasion may re- 
quire. As an initial plan, it suggests the 
appointment of three committees; on Social 
Betterment, on Civic Relations, and on In- 
dustrial Relations. Under these three heads. 
most of the activities even of a large feder- 
ation may be grouped. It is strongly urged 
that these agencies have the advantage of 
expert leadership, if this is at all possible. 

The form of social work to be undertaken. 
depends largely upon local needs and con- 
ditions. Nothing should be attempted sim- 
ply because some other community has: 
found it helpful, or because it is a part of a. 
standardized scheme. “The more original 
the work of a department, the more it has. 
local color and adjustment, the better.” 

In efforts for social betterment, emphasis: 
is laid upon working with existing agencies. 
rather than independent action. Churches: 
should join in movements to eliminate use- 
less agencies, and as an aid to this should of 
course avoid duplication. 


Civic relations include law enforcement, 
protection of public morality, conservation 
of public health, promotion of public safety, 
and all efforts for the public welfare in 
connection with legislation and administra- 
tion. The report urges that work in these 
directions be constructive, avoiding unneces- 
sary criticism, and especially indiscriminate 
censure without complete knowledge of the 
facts. 

Concerning the part of the church in in- 
dustrial betterment, the report says; “To 
inform the public, to stimulate higher wages, 
to bring employer and worker together, to 
promote conciliation, conference, coopera- 
tion, and profit sharing—these are its natur- 
al tasks. But while they should not be par- 
tisan, the churches should nevertheless main- 
tain a primary and unshakable interest in 
the rights and well-being of the masses of 
the people.” 

In the field of public recreation, the re- 
sponsibility of the church is shown to be 
the greater because of its efforts in behalf 
of a shorter work day, and the abolition of 
saloons. With increasing leisure, and de- 
creasing facilities for employing that leis- 
ure, a problem is created, especially in the 
great centers of population, which the church 
must help to solve. 

‘The following is under the head of “insti- 
tational Churches.” 


Every church will ultimately be highly 
sorialized, that is, it will be public spirited. 
It will be organized to participate in com- 
mon movements, it will become more and 
more a neighborhood center. It will organ- 
ize its people, particularly its children and 
youth, for religious instruction and the ser- 
vice of humanity according to natural age 
groups. 


And under the head of “Social Education” 
is found this paragraph. 


Probably the greatest social work the 
church will ever do will be to pour into the 
life of the nation a constant stream of so- 
cially-minded young people, trained in the 
principles and practice of social service, 
ready to take their places in the fight for a 
better world. Twenty-five million children 
pass under our religious education every 
generation. To give them the view-point of 
the Gospels, to awaken within them the love 
of humanity, to prepare them for citizen- 
ship in our democracy, is a supreme task. 


Finally, under the head of “Social Ser- 
vice and Evangelism” occurs the following. 


Social Evangelism has a twofold mean- 
ing, “The development of the social values 
in evangelism, and of the evangelistic values 
in social service.” These are closely inter- 
related. The whole of modern evangelism, 
whether the evangelism of Christian nurture 
or of the big meeting for adults, will finally 
be inspired by, the social outlook and task. 
To bring this about and to hasten the trans- 
formation is extremely important both to 
social work and to the power of evangelism 
itself. We have come upon a day when evan- 
gelism without social vision makes little 
appeal, and we approach a day when an 
intensely personal evangelism, but with the 
task of a Christian society before it, will 
‘develope unprecedented power and influence. 
On the other hand, the need is equally great 
for a social service which has the fervor and 
‘method of evangelistic campaigns for its 
‘own great causes, and which is so charged 
with spiritual feeling that it becomes in 
seffect a powerful personal evangelism. 

Oliver W. Powers 


THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY (9) 1209 


MEETING OPPOSITION 
BY MISS MINNIE LOHR 


Could there be a grander lesson in meeting 
the opposition which comes to those who are 
working out the purpose God has put in 
their hearts, those who are faithfully doing 
the work He has assigned to them, than we 
have just had in our Sunday-school lessons 
from Nehemiah? God was his resoyrce, 
prayer was his stronghold. He did not do 
all he could, then pray. He prayed before 
he began his work, then prayed as he work- 
ed. 

“Made our prayer, and set a watch,” is 
what he says. The Christian who follows 
that course is the Christian who accom- 
plishes most for God. He is the Christian 
who cannot be stopped in his God-given 
work. He trusted God completely. He re- 
membered Him always, and continually im- 
plored Him to “think upon me for good.” 

The swords and spears with which his 
workers were armed were not used, al- 
though there were “foes without and 
traitors within.” They were not needed. 
Their leader was using weapons more pow- 
erful and sure. Faith and prayer. His 
faith did not waver, his prayer never ceased. 
He was constantly using “the shield of 
faith.” He was “praying always with all 
prayer and supplication.” He was “watch- 
ing with all perseverance.” 

When opposition came, he did not meet 
taunt with taunt, sneer with sneer, or rid- 
icule with ridicule. Instead of talking back, 
he talked to God. The Christian who 
“strikes back,” because of some real or 
imaginary wrong received at the hands of 
another, lessens his influence for good, weak- 
ens his powers, and is the one who is really 
hurt when he retaliates. The one who car- 
ries a grudge, waiting to “get even,” soon 
becomes so loaded down with his grudges, 
they are about all he does carry. The watch- 
ing, praying, faithful, trusting child of God, 
the one who works in His fear, has no room 
for grudges. He lives above the modes of 
attack his enemies resort to. He can ignore 
them, for God not only protects His faithful 
servants, but He also brings the counsels 
of the enemy to naught. 

When the good hand of God is placed up- 
on one of His children, leading him out, set- 
ting him apart for a special service, that” 
Hand also covers that servant, shielding and 
protecting him from the enemy’s attacks, 
just as long as he suffers that Hand to 
guide him in all his ways. Pray, watch,~ 
work. Go forward in your God-appointed~ 
work, and “be not afraid, remember the 
Lord.” 

If there is opposition which is ‘making * 
your work hard, if there are those whom 
you fear, try this as a strengthener in your * 
work: “What time I am afraid, I will trust 
in thee.” That is good, but we must: not: 
stop with that, for there is something still 
better. Let us go farther in our trust and 
say, “I will trust and not be afraid.” _ 


Mt. Vernon, Ohio. 


Do you ever think of trying the Golden 
Rule on your Sunday-school teacher? -What 
would you want if you were in her place? 
Even good girls sometimes make it a very 
trying place.—Exchange. RE Bee 
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REMINISCENT AND PERSONAL 


To most people the turning back of the 
leaves of history, and the resurrection of 
memories of the past is one of great pleas- 
ure, especially so when all are pleasant. To 
this work for a short time I am inclined to 
devote a few lines. 


In October I decided to make the trip 
from California to Vicksburg to attend the 
National Reunion of Veterans of the “Blue 
and Gray” who participated in the siege of 
that city, which held the key to the Missis- 
sippi River and prevented the flow of the 
waters, as Mr. Lincoln put it, “unvexed to 
the sea.” By arrangement 108 residents 
of California met at Los Angeles and there 
took a special train of tourist sleepers, din- 
ing, and observation cars for the reunion. 
On Sunday as we speeded down through 
the arid and bleak portion of Texas, we as- 
sembled in the observation car and held a 
divine service of more than one and a half 
hours’ length, led by a layman. It was 
turned into a testimony meeting, which was 
replete with devout and rich, short ad- 
dresses. At the close a canvass showed the 
average age of the attendants to be seventy- 
eight years and ten months, and that sixty- 
five men of the 108 were members of some 
Christian church. ‘These men hailed from 
all parts of the State, had served as sol- 
diers from other States in the Vicksburg 
Campaign and are now residents of Cali- 
fornia, for it is well to say the State itself 
had no soldiers at Vicksburg at the siege. I 
mention the fact of age and church rela- 
tionship as an item worthy of publicity, for 
the idea is abroad that “old soldiers” are 
generally irreligious and cynical in their 
moral fiber. I was proud of the company I 
was in. 


The reunion was a delight in every way 
and showed that the melting pot of time had 
assimilated the men of both sides into a 
mass of united and loyal supporters of a 
common country in its present crucial trial. 
Not a trace of bitterness or contention was 
seen or heard in all the days of the meet- 
ing. From there at the close, the men scat- 
tered to visit other places on their way 
home. I went to Carroll County, Indiana, to 
visit the old home where I was born in 1835, 
which I left in 1856. All is changed in 
physical appearance, and most of the peo- 
ple I knew have passed away. Of those 
with whom I went to school in a log school- 
house, seven were able to be present at a 
dinner, some very feeble. As we eight sat 
at table, counted backwards the sixty- 
four years, with their kaleidoscopic changes, 
and were amazed, and gave thanks to God 
that we could meet once more in the flesh 
and recall the days of the log schoolhouse 
that most of us graduated in. I went to the 
creek a half mile distant and gazed into the 
“deep hole,” where on Christmas day in 
1853, I, with eight others, was baptized by 
Rev. J. G. Greer. It had changed less than 
most anything I saw. When I recall the 
names of my colleagues in that baptismal 
service, all are gone, I alone remain. I had 
the blessed privilege of attending service, 
morning and evening, in the commodious 
church building of Hickory Grove church, of 
which Rev. Robert E. Wearly is pastor. I 
heard none but the highest praise for him, 


as pastor, and I was greatly pleased to meet 
him, and when I had visited with him for 
a few hours I knew why he was so well 
loved, and why he was so popular as a pas- 
tor. Such young men as Brother Wearly 
are the hope of the Christian Church. 1 
wish we had more like him. 

As I went over the membership of the old 
church I became satisfied I am the oldest 
living person who ever held membership in 
it. The day was spent in worship, renewing 
old acquaintances and making new ones, and 
was one of much pleasure to me. It was 
the first time I had been in a Christian 
Church in forty years, except in the same 
one twice in that time. I left there fully 
satisfied to do my best work in life and wait 
for the reunion that will be held when Jesus 
comes and brings with him the saints of all 
the ages to meet and greet those who re- 
main to wait and watch for their coming; 
for all will be there, even the sea shall give 
up its dead. From there I went to Iowa 
to visit a saintly invalid sister, and her 
family, and incidentally to meet five of the 
men who were soldiers with me in 1861-65. 
Of the 110 men who left the town together 
in the beginning of the Civil War, fifteen 
remain, ten of whom are scattered in other 
States, but these five live near where they 
started from more than a half century ago 
and to which they returned as long ago. 
We had:a brotherly meeting about a table 
in the principal hotel in the town and with 
four other comrades, of other regiments, 
but very dear friends, we sat together re- 
citing reminiscences, relating anecdotes, 
singing patriotic songs, and making patri- 
otic speeches until an hour and a half had 
passed by, when we arose, stood with locked 
hands about the table, and sang the good 
old Scotch ballad, “Should Auld Acquaint- 
ance Be Forgot,” while lumps in our throats 
told a story, plainer than words. This is 
the last meeting of the ten grizzled and old 
men now holding hands. 


After a delightful visit with relatives and 
friends I bade them farewell and turned my 
face toward the shores of the Pacific, where 
I arrived safely, to find my dear old wife 
and companion waiting for me, as well as 
when I started, indeed, in perfect health for 
an octogenarian, and am now busy as usual 


enjoying the recollections of the trip and the 
warm, clear sunshine, while I breathe the 
health-giving ozone generated in the tepid 
waters of the great Pacific Ocean. 

I cannot refrain from saying my brief 
observation forces me to believe the Chris- 
tian Church in Indiana is lagging in the 
march of progress, if Hickory Grove church 
is a fair sample. Semi-monthly preaching 
for a church like it is only half what it should 
have, to be at its best. The rut of monthly, 
or semi-monthly, service is one in which 
more wrecks are found than any other. The 
fault lies in the leadership among the 
preachers. The flock, to be a vigorous one, 
should have a shepherd with them every 
week in the year. I know it is a question 
of salary and all churches like Hickory 
Grove can pay a good and sufficient salary 
and not feel it. It is a habit the churches 
have contracted and contentedly follow up. 
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The Church never will be strong and 
come into the place it can fill, as none other 
does, until it couples a reasonable and prac- 
tical business management with its spirit- 
ual power. Religion and business are close- 
ly related, neither can reach the highest 
grade alone, but, joined together, they are 
invincible. 

A church with semi-monthly preaching, 
and an absent pastor, can never be a spir- 
itual power in a commuvity. If Prother 
Wearly could be with the Hickory Grove 
church all the time it would be a powerful 
force in all that section of country. It is 
much more than a half century old, is root- 
ed and established in the minds and hearts 
of the people, but is a follower, and not a 
leader, in the rapid march of the times. It 
can have no initiative because it lacks lead- 
ership. What is true of it, is true of all 
like situated churches. It is not the fault 
of the people, but of the preachers who re- 
main in the old ruts established by the pio- 
neers of the church fifty to seventy-five 
years ago. 

This criticism comes from me as an ob- 
server and deeply interested in the work I 
believe can be best done by the Christian 
Church. I see other churches grow in mem- 
bership and into prominence year by year 
with little or no fundamental reasons why 
they should, but when I consider their sys- 
tematic methods of work I know the reason. 
Then when I turn to the Christian Church 
and see it crippling along with only a little 
more than 100,000 membership I know what 
is the matter. The laity are educated wrong- 
ly. Take away the primers and give them 
algebra for text-books on progress. 

Tighten up the business way of doing 
things, place over the church some sort of 
espionage that will send a pastor to every 
church for full time. 

Beg pardon for finding fault. 

Yours in hope, 
W. V. Lucas. 

Santa Cruz, California. 





P. S. Another thing I found was the ab- 
sence of the HERALD from the homes of old 
and tried members of the church. When 
asked why, the answer was: “Well, I ought 
to take the paper.” They are all rich, their 
farms teeming with stuff worth more than 
gold. In the language of the good old lady, 
“Oh, how shiftless.” W. V. L. 


CHRISTMAS CAROLS 


It came upon a midnight clear, 
That glorious song of old, 
From angels bending near the earth 
To touch their harps of gold: 
“Peace on earth, good will to men, 
From heaven’s all gracious King”— 
The world in solemn stillness lay 
To hear the angels sing. 


And ye, beneath life’s crushing load, 
Whose forms are bending low, 

Who toil along the climbing way 
With painful steps and slow, 

Look now! for glad and golden hours 
Come swiftly on the wing— 

Oh, rest beside the weary road 
And hear the angels sing! 


—Edmund Hamilton Sears. 


“Nothing is eternal but that which is done 
for God and others. That which is done for 
self dies.” 
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Connection Between Means and Ends in Salvation” 


II. God’s Agency in Effectuating this 
Salvation 
“Work out your own salvation without fear and 
trembling. For it is God that worketh in you, both 
S will and to do of his good pleasure.”—Phil. 2: 12, 
1. God works in individuals by the agen- 
cy of natural conscience. 


Men are able in themselves to judge what 
is right. The gentiles having not the law, 
i. €., a revelation, are a law unto themselves, 
which show the works of the law written in 
their hearts. 


They understand so much of the being 
and attributes of God, that they are without 
excuse in the commission of sin. They know 
moral good from evil. The light which light- 
eth every man that cometh into the world 
hath shined even unto thee. 


Traces of such a degree of knowledge are 
found among all nations, so that, in a cer- 
tain sense it may be said to every child of 
Adam, “He hath showed thee, O man, what 
is good, and what doth the Lord require of 
thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy and 
to walk humbly with thy God.” But it is 
well remarked that there are two heads of 
doctrine, which contain many truths of the 
most important nature, of which the most 
- enlightened heathen in ancient times were 
totally ignorant; as are also the most in- 
telligent heathen that are now on the face 
of the earth, those great truths which re- 
late to the eternal Son of God; and the Spir- 
it of God. To the Son giving himself to be 
a propitiation for the sins of the world: and 
to the Spirit of God, renewing men in that 
image of God wherein he was created. 


These truths were unknown among m« 
till they were revealed in His Word, brought 
to light in the gospel. Till the Sun of 
Righteousness arose with healing in his 
beams, moral darkness covered the earth 
and gross darkness, the people. God worked 
in the heathen by the light of natural con- 
science and though they might have feared 
God, worked righteousness and thus been 
accepted of him, yet they did not choose to 
retain God in their knowledge. 


Natural conscience has the same power 
to make and actuate men now. They have 
the testimony of their conscience that in 
godliness and simplicity, not in fleshly wis- 
dom, but by the grace of God, they ought 
to have their conversation in the world. 


In their consciences they know that they 
ought to love and serve God, denying all 
ungodliness, and living soberly, righteously, 
and godly in this present world. God does 
not require any duty of Christians which 
their consciences do not press them to per- 
form. Does he require it of any that they 
bring up their children in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord? It is no less his 
duty than theirs. 


It is his duty no less than theirs to set be- 
fore the world a holy and consistent exam- 
ple, and wherein he comes short of this his 
conscience condemns and upbraids him. 
From the power of conscience in his own 
bosom in short, he knows what he ought to 
do and how he ought to live. Under the 
power of this conscience, men do and abstain 
from doing many things. 





2. God works in men both to will and to 
do by the strivings of His Holy Spirit. 

It is the Spirit of the Lord that places 
before the mind of the sinner the purity of 
God’s law, and His ten thousand most ag- 
gravated violations of the same. It is the 
same Spirit that shows him how corrupt 
and abominable is his heart, how deceitful 
above all things and desperately wicked. 
The Spirit also portrays to his mind the 
exceeding sinfulness of sin, leading him ut- 
terly to despair of any help that is in any 
creature. 

It unfolds to him the preciousness of 
Christ and His salvation. The Spirit, too, 
makes intercession for the saints according 
to the will of God with groanings which 
cannot be uttered. 

In all these various methods does the 
Spirit of God work salvation in men. 


3. God also works in men both to will 
and to do by the agency of his providence. 

He sends the pestilence which walketh in 
darkness and the destruction which wasteth 
at noonday. Sickness invades man’s trem- 
bling house of clay, and he draws near the 
gates of death. He finds trouble and sor- 
row. 

The wife of his bosom, or other near 
friend, is removed from him, and his ac- 
quaintance is put into darkness. In all 
these providences God works in him, to 
bring him to a knowledge of Himself, and 
to cause him to realize his lost, ruined con- 
dition as a sinner, and to lead him to lay 
hold on the hope set before him in the gos- 
pel. 


4. God always works in men by the agen- 
cy of His truth. 

The precepts of the Bible are an agency 
to this effect. The Bible enjoins love to 
God and our neighbor, pure and disinter- 
ested. 

It commends itself to our conscience as a 
just and equitable precept. These com- 
mands cannot be violated, with a good con- 
science. Guilt is thereby contracted, while, 
on the other hand, a compliance with them 
brings the soul into fellowship with 
Jehovah. 

So also are the threatenings of the Bible 
an agency by which God works in men. The 
endless displeasure of God as the penalty of 
sin commends itself to the conscience, as a 
just and righteous penalty. 

The one going on in the ways of sin ar 
folly does so often with fearful forebodings 
of co:ning wrath, since the wrath of God is 
revealed from heaven against all ungodli- 
ness and unrighteousness of men. 

‘God always works in men by the promises 
of pardon and life which He uniformly holds 
out to the penitent and believing, and of the 
glorious riches of a heavenly inheritance to 
all who are sanctified in Christ Jesus. 

In all these and im many other methods 
is God continually wagrking in men. He does 
it of His good pleasure. He might justly 
leave man to go in his sins and perish, yet 
He does not give him up. His heart is 





* This article was furtiished us by Dr. S. Q. Helfen- 
stein, who found it in manuscript form as written 
about 1850. It was so -valuable, he was unwilling to 
let it die, and hence he offers it for our readers. The 
name of the author its unknown to us, but that does 


not destroy its valye,—gEprror. 
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turned within him at the thought, his re 
pentings are kindled together. 

This method hides pride from man. Were 
it not for this agency of God within, there 
would be no true, genuine conversion to 
himself. Every sinner would go on still in 
his trespasses. For this grace of God, 
working in him the sinner has no reason to 
glory as though he had not received it. 


“If we know and feel,” as one remarks, 
“that the very first motion of good is from 
above, as well as the power which conducts 
to the end; if it is God that unfuses every 
good desire, and accompanies and follows it, 
else it vanishes away, then it evidently fol- 
lows that he who glorieth must glory in the 


Lord.” { “Tar 
(Continued Next Week) 


WE SHOULD KNOW WHERE TO FIND 
THE FOLLOWING: 


The Lord’s Prayer—Matt. 6. 
The Commandments—Exodus 20. 
The Eleventh Commandment—John 13:34. 
The Beatitudes—Matt. 5. 
Christ’s Great Prayer—John 17. 
The Prodigal Son—Luke 15. 
The Ten Virgins—Matt. 25. 
Abiding Chapter—John 15. 
Resurrection Chapter—1 Cor. 15. 
Shepherd Chapters— 
Promise, Ezelsiel 34. 
Fulfilment, John 10. 
Acceptance, Ps. 23. 
Love Chapter—1 Cor. 13. 
Tongue Chapter—James 3. 
Armor Chapter—Eph. 6. 
Traveler’s Psalm—Ps. 121. 
Bible Study Psalm—Ps. 119. 
Greatest Verse—John 3: 16. 
Great Invitation—Rev. 22: 17; Isa. 55: 1. 
Rest Verse—Matt. 11: 28. 
Worker’s Verse—2 Tim. 2: 15. 
Another Worker’s Verse—Ps. 126: 6. 
How to be saved—Acts 16: 31. 
Should I confess Christ?—Rom. 10: 9. 
Teacher’s Verse—Dan. 12: 3. 
The Great Commission—Mark 16: 15. 
Christ’s Last Command—Acts 1: 8. 
Satisfaction Verse—Ps. 17: 15. 
Comfort Verses—2 Cor. 1: 3, 4. 
Power Verse—Phil. 4: 13. 
Purity Verse—Matt. 5: 8. 
Courage Verse—Josh. 1: 9. 
Trust Verse—Isa. 12: 2. 
Work Verse—Eccl. 1: 10. 
Faith Verse—Heb. 11: 1. 
Prayer Verse—Matt. 21: 22. 
Friendship Verse—Prov. 27: 9. 
Love Verse—1 John 4: 16. 
Life Verse—Rom. 6: 23. 
Child Training—Deut. 11: 19. 
Cut out this list and paste it in your 
Bible, you will find it helpful. 
If you would know more about our church, 
read the following— 
Our reason for existence—Deut. 7: 7, 8. 
Our name—lIsa. 45: 4; Isa. 62: 2. 
Duration of name—Isa. 56: 5. 
Our calling—1 Peter 2: 9. 
Our orders—1 Peter 3: 15. 
Can you add to this list? F. B. 


To keep calm and fair-minded toward 
those whom we dislike is a duty which is 
none the less real because difficult.—Sel. 
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THANKSGIVING IN WAR TIME 


By Rev. R. C. Helfenstein, A. M., D. D., Urbana, Illinois 


Text—“I will bless the Lord at all times.”—Psalm 
oi 


“In everything give thanks: for this is the will of 
; God in Christ Jesus concerning you.’’—1 Thess. 5: 18. 

There never has been a time in the history 
of the world when the black cloud of gloom 
hung so depressingly over such a multitude 
of people as there is now in the time in 
which we are living. There never has been 
a time like this, a time when so many lives 
the wide world over, were burdened with 
such nerve-racking anxiety over the outcome 
of a world tragedy. At no time in the 
history of the world have there been so 
many aching hearts, made so by the separa- 
tion from loved ones for a little while, or 
forever. 

But, on the other hand, there never has 
been a time in the history of man when 
human life was filled with such meaning; 
never a time when the religion of our bless- 
ed Lord was expressing itself so definitely 
and universally by His Church. There nev- 
er was a time when religion meant so much, 
when the spirit of brotherhood and service 
seemed so prominent in the social group, or 
when selfishness on the part of individual 
men and women seemed so damnably con- 
temptible. Already society is being reborn 
in this war against autocracy, and Ger- 
many’s insanity. The old social self, with 
its selfishness, and self-seeking disposition 
has been, or is being, relegated to the junk 
pile of the past. The new social self, with 
its altruism, and service-seeking disposition, 
is at work building a more glorious social 
structure for the future. The birth of a 
new world .is soon to be announced. This 
world will never be the same again. We are 
to have a new social order wherein dwelleth 
righteousness. In that social order there 
will be no place, thank God, for the selfish 
man or woman, who looks out for their in- 
terests regardless of the interest of their 
neighbors. There will be no place for the 
greedy capitalist, who would use his wealth 
in exploiting labor, rather than to serve 
society. There will be no place for the 
laboring man who deliberately steals his 
employer’s time, and refuses to earn his 
wages—more concerned in getting his wages 
than in earning them, a trouble maker, seek- 
ing to create dissention and dissatisfaction 
among his fellows. In that new social order, 
which is being builded to-day, the employer 
will be a friend to the employee, and will 
seek to promote his interests, and the em- 
ployee will be a friend to the employer, and 
will seek to promote his employer’s inter- 
ests. And both together will be true bene- 
factors to society. In that new social order 
there will be no place for the preaching of 
worn-out dogmas and creeds that have kept 
God’s people divided. When a whole nation 
can unite as we are united, to fight a com- 
mon enemy, when six different major na- 
tions, and as many minor nations, can unite 
as one man against a common enemy, the 
war has taught the different denominations 
that unity of effort is not a dream. Cer- 
tainly the followers of Christ, who all take 
the same Book, seeking to do the same work, 
striving for the same great end, will refuse 
to have their forces longer divided in their 


fight against sin and injustice. After this 
war is over, society will not tolerate a de- 
nomination that claims for its devotees the 
exclusive privileges of heaven. And in the 
to-morrow to which we all look forward, no 
minister but a fool would claim that his 
interpretation of the Bible was the only one 
that was right, and that all who did not 
agree with him were wrong—that his 
church alone could get people into heaven, 
that all other churches were wrong. This 
war is going to be the refining fire for the- 
ologies as well as for social customs. Thank 
God, the old theologies that have held the 
minds of men in bondage to the past, are 
gasping their last breath in this war, and 
Jesus Christ Himself is coming to His own. 
Just Jesus and His Spirit of love, sacrifice, 
and service, is all the future world, the 
world of to-morrow, the world as it will be 
after this war is over—just Jesus, the bless- 
ed Christ, is all the new world will accept. 

We are told that the soldiers yonder 
“somewhere in France,” are thinking more 
of religion than they have ever thought 
before. We are told that they are thinking 
of Christ and Christian brotherhood, but 
that the creeds and formalisms of the 
Middle Ages to them are no more than so 
much rubbish. If a minister of the gospel 
were to go to yonder battle-field, and in 
seeking to help a poor fellow soldier to make 
his peace with God, would say, “My dear 
brother, I want to help you into the King- 
dom of God. I want you to know the joys 
of fellowship with Christ. But you can 
never know this joy, this fellowship, until 
you have been baptized.” If a minister would 
talk like that to a fallen soldier, ready to 
pass into the great beyond, I can image that 
the soldier would turn from him in disgust. 
The Spirit of God Himself in the soldier’s 
life would tell him that such was a lie, and 
that what man needed to do to be saved 
was to accept Jesus Christ, God’s unspeak- 
able gift. God has a hard time trying to 
persuade men that ceremonies performed by 
man, baptism, confirmation, and all the rest, 
was not the door into the Kingdom of God, 
but that Jesus alone was the door. “I am 
the door, by me if any man enter he shall 
be saved.” God has had a hard time trying 
to persuade men in time of peace, that it 
was a man’s life, a woman’s life, and not a 
creed or a ceremony that counted with Him. 
Some have refused to listen in time of peace, 
to the voice of reason and common sense, 
which is God’s voice, but now in the time of 
war they have to listen. And many of you 
will live to see the day when this war is 
over, that the various denominations will 
have changed their programs, and instead of 
merely trying to win men to their belief, 
their creed, will prove their faith by the 
service they render to men, the day when 
Christian character will be the test of fel- 
lowship in every Protestant church. 

Is not the great fact that all the churches 
are being made one in Christian service, to 
the soldiers, through the medium of the 
Y. M. C. A., ample cause for every Christian 
devoutly to thank God in these war times? 
How absolutely unchristian sectarianism is 
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appearing in the light of the world war, and 
the world’s present need of Christ. 

These are great days in which we live. 
It is the testing time of faith, the testing 
time of character, the testing time of every 
institution. Service is the watchword of our 
day. “Trust in God” must be our motto. 
God will not fail ‘those who put their trust 
in Him. The truth must prevail, the right 
must win. We whose hearts, whose lives, 
whose all are bound up in the cause of the 
Allies need to thank God during these war 
times that our nation is fighting for democ- 
racy and humanity. We should thank God 
that we know He is on our side. We should 
thank Him for the victory that must come, 
and that will come to America and her 
Allies. 


“Is truth to be forever on the scaffold, 
Wrong forever on the throne? 
No, that scaffold sways the future, 
And behind the dim unknown, 
Standeth God within the portal, 
Keeping watch above His own.” 


“Then conquer we must, 
Since our cause it is just, 
Let this be our watchword, 
In God is our trust.” 


It is such a God that we should bless at 
all times. Under the protecting love of 
such a God, we should “in everything give 
thanks.” There never was a time when the 
need of prayer was greater than now. True 
prayer is impossible except to a thankful 
heart. In times of peace and plenty it is 
so easy for people to forget the source of 
all their blessings. It is easy for one to 
imagine that whatever prosperity he enjoys 
is the result of his own cleverness of mind 
and habits of industry. 


It is easy for one to be thankful when 
everything is going smoothly. It is easy for 
some people to be thankful for special 
mercies of providence, being delivered from 
some great danger, a loved one spared. But 
the same people, unless they have Christ, 
fall victims to despondence when prosperity 
ceases to smile on them, and when misfor- 
tune lays its hard hand upon them. But 
Christianity is a religion of continual 
Thankgiving. The Christian can see the 
golden thread of love running through the 
fabric of every experience. He blesses God 
in health and in sickness. He does not 
necessarily thank God for the sickness, but 
in the sickness. He blesses God when his 
plans have succeeded, and he blesses God in 
his disappointments. Often we have found 
that it was best for us that we did not have 
the desire of our hearts. The Christian 
thanks God in peace, and he thanks God in 
war—not for the war, as a German clergy- 
man recently did, but every Christian should 
thank God in these war times for God’s un- 
speakable gift, and for the good that will 
come out of it all. 


There are worse things, ten thousand 
times, that can happen to a nation than war. 
For a nation to give itself over to pleasure- 
seeking, or to a mad search for wealth, or 

‘for a nation to forget God is infinitely 
worse than for it to be in war. Worse things 
ten thousand times worse things, can hap- 
pen to our young men than for them to be 
killed by the German bullets. 

Are fathers so blind that they will not 
see; are mothers so obsessed with mistaken 
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notions about life that they will not know 
that worse things are happening right here 
in Urbana every day to young men, than for 
them to be killed in war? When a young 
man throws himself to the devil—when he 
is lured by the glamor of evil, and falls 
a victim to sins that you and I don’t dare 
to mention in public, when he yields to 
temptations that damn the soul for time and 
eternity, it is ten thousand times worse than 
for him to be buried somewhere in the 
ocean by a German ‘submarine, or killed 
somewhere in France by a German bomb. 

Fear not those that are able to kill the 
body, but rather fear those that are able 
to destroy both soul and body. 

There are parents who desperately fear 
to have their sons go to war, but some of 
those same parents have never done a thing 
to make their boys safe morally and spir- 
itually. God pity the parent who is more 
afraid of what the Kaiser’s soldiers may do 
to her son, than she is of what the devil’s 
followers may do! The one may leave his 
body to be buried somewhere in France. 
The other may leave his soul to be buried 
forever in hell. 

For a young man to yield to the tempta- 
tion of drink, even though it be to indulge 
only in the social glass, better named the 
devil’s glass, for a young man to lay his 
head in the lap of some bewitching Delilah, 
and sell his soul for a moment’s pleasure, 
would put his parents to shame. But to 
give his life on the battle-field of justice 
would be a source of everlasting pride. 
Thousands of parents have been very keen 
on the dangers of war, but have been blind 
to the dangers of sin. If a father’s son, a 
mother’s boy, is living a clean life, they 
have reason to be thankful, whether he lives 
it yonder in France, or here in our home 
city. The mother with a son in army asks, 
“What have I to be thankful for?” For the 
fact that you have a son able to go to the 
army. 

In these war times we should all thank 
God for the deeper meaning and the rising 
power of religion, for the new religious 
consciousness that is being born out of the 
war, and the fact that Christ Jesus is actu- 
ally being crowned King of kings in the 
hearts and lives of thousands. 

We should thank God for the new spirit 
of brotherhood service, and social justice 
that is being born out of this humanity’s 
greatest struggle. Men are all becoming 
brothers. The rich man’s son and the poor 
man’s son sleep side by side in the soldier’s 
tent. There is no class distinction—all are 
men. In the past, too often, the poor alone 
had to struggle, but now all must struggle 
together. The great leveler of class dis- 
tinction is having his day, and for the new 
democracy, the new social order that is be- 
ing builded, we should thank God over and 
over again. 

We should thank God that our land is 
not the scene of the terrible conflict, that 
our cities are not being plundered and our 
country devastated, and that our wives and 
mothers and sisters are not the victims of 
the hellish crimes the German devils have 
been perpetrating against the womanhood 
of France and Belgium. And please God 
that they shall not be, if every man of us 
must give his life in their defense. 


We should thank God for what the Y. M. 
C. A. is doing to alleviate the horrors of 
this awful war, to minister to the needs of 
the body, mind, and soul of the soldiers in 
every land. 

We should thank God that such a noble 
man as General Pershing is at the head of 
our forces in France, a man whose Chris- 
tian convictions make him determined to do 
all in his power to protect the moral life 
of our soldiers. 

We should thank God for our Allies, for 
what they have been doing for the world 
and for us. 

We should thank God for our young men, 
God bless them, who are going to defend our 
liberties. We should thank God for the op- 
portunity we have to cooperate in every way 
we can to help the men at the front and the 
nation back of them. 


We should thank God for the privilege 
of standing by the Church of Jesus Christ. 
Service to the Church is service to the na- 
tion. Righteousness exalted a nation and the 
Church of Jesus Christ is the only institu- 
tion that is dedicated to the promotion of 
righteousness. 


We should thank God for His unspeak- 
able gift—for the hope we have in Christ, 
for the comfort He brings, for the blessed 
fact that we do not have to say good-by 
forever to our loved ones—only good-night. 

Oh, the wonderful joy, the unspeakable 
joy that comes in having Christ, so that we 
are able to bless God at all times, and in 
everything give thanks! Have you Christ 
with you? Are you trusting Him? If you 
are, you will bless the Lord at all times, 
and in every experience give thanks. 


THE DIVINE NEARNESS 
BY ROBERT HOOSICK WASHBURNE 
When obstacles seem mountain high 
And my burdens heavy be, 


If I may know that Thou art nigh 
All shall be well with me. 


The obstacles are far removed 
And my burdens rolled away 

As I enjoy sweet fellowship 
With Thee throughout the day. 


So every day of life shall be 
To blest communion given; 
Each day a foretaste of the feast 
Prepared for me in Heaven. 
Winooski, Vt. 


LABOR IN SLAVERY AND FEUDAL 
TIMES 
BY REV. CHARLES STELZLE 


Colonial slavery is a blot upon many a 
modern nation’s history. In twenty years 
during this period in America, 300,000 ne- 
groes were exported to the United States. 
From 1680 to 1786 it is estimated that 2,130,- 
000 negroes were imported into all the Brit- 
ish Colonies in America. Naturally great 
numbers of slaves died while in captivity 
before leaving Africa, and many more died 
during the ocean passage. Probably only 
one-half of those captured survived the var- 
ious stages of their transportation to Amer- 
ica. There was the greatest recklessness in 
their treatment, and the utmost indifference 
to their suffering. 

Slavery has been abolished in most coun- 
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tries, but it still exists in the Mohammedan 
East, although usually only in households. 
While there is undoubtedly still some traffic 
in slaves, it is almost universally against the 
laws of nations, and those who engage in it 
do so contrary to the edicts of congresses 
and parliaments which have been supported 
by practically all civilized peoples. In some 
countries a system of peonage is in vogue, 
which amounts to a practical slavery. But, 
on the whole, the system of slavery no 
longer affects the laborer to such a degree 
that the workingmen suffer very materially 
on account of it. 

In discussing the question of the aboli- 
tion of slavery, Mr. J. Osborne Ward says, 
in “Ancient Lowly;” 

We shall submit that the religion of Jesus, 
planted by a manual laborer and forming 
the basis of hope upon which stands the 
great labor movement of our time,....has 
been the power that openly struck the first 
well-organized blow at the system of mas- 
ters and slaves, and boldly championed it 
as a principle; and in essence it has never 
since shrunk from its prodigious task to- 
ward realizing the much contested doctrine 
of human equality. 

Following the system of slavery, came 
that of feudalism. Men had passed through 
the hunting and fishing period. They began 
to settle on the land. They had learned 
how to till the soil. They did not own it, 
but the “land lords” gave them the use of 
the property on condition of tribute or ser- 
vice. The lord gave them protection from 
the common enemy. This system was devel- 
oped principally from the fifth to the ninth 
century. There were many forms of feud- 
alisms, conditioned upon the situation pre- 
vailing in different countries and upon the 
character of the baron to whom the serfs 
gave tribute. 

The serf rarely paid any rent for the use 
of his bit of land. His service to the baron 
in time of war or in other ways was his 
ordinary tax. With the development of the 
professional military class and the growth 
of city life through the grouping together 
of the artisan and other classes, feudalism 
gradually disappeared. In 1660 England, 
through Parliament, abolished land tenures. 
Scotland followed in 1747. In France the 
revolution of 1789 brought the same result; 
in Germany and Austria it was the revolu- 
tion of 1848-50 which accomplished its de- 
struction. In Russia it was destroyed in 
1861. Meanwhile, great changes have been 
wrought, so that when the system was final- 
ly abolished, little of the original condition 
remained. 

During this period, religious leaders who 
were raised up from among the people 
fought against the system. They testified 
to the value of the individual. They taught 
that before God all men were equal. Says 
Thorold Rogers, in “Six Centuries of Work 
and Wages:” 

Wyclif’s poor priests had honey-combed 
the minds of the upland folk with what may 
be called religious socialism. The preachers 
told the people that “it would be better for 
them to die with arms in their hands than 
to be thrust back, without an effort on their 
part, into the shameful slavery from which 
they had been delivered.” 





“The seed of sacrifice brings forth the 
fragrant fruit of love, and love has in its 
heart the seeds of a new sacrifice.” 
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News of General Interest in the Secular World 





Represenative Randall, of California 
to-day introduced a bill to make the national 
capital “bone dry.” The recent prohibition 
law did not prohibit the importation of 
liquor for personal use. 


Six enemy aliens in New York who 
were suspected of participation in a conspir- 
acy to place time bombs on outgoing steam- 
ships carrying foodstuffs and other supplies 
to the ports of the allies were to-day held 
without bail for trial on January 27. 


The government of the Netherlands 
has asked ‘a credit of 5,000,000 florins for the 
erection of a wireless station for communi- 
cation with the Dutch Indies. The receiv- 
ing installation is to be ready in three 
months and the sending installation in 
eighteen months. 











Six hundred Belgian locomotives, all 
that is left of the invaded little kingdom’s 
rolling stock, were to-day tendered by the 
Belgian government to General Pershing “in 
appreciation of American kindness to Bel- 
gium.” The American commander-in-chief 
sent a message of thanks. 





The Peking Gazette, which recently 
published a number of anti-Japanese 
articles has been suspended by the authori- 
ties. The suppression of the newspaper 
which has denounced the policy of Japan 
toward China, came after a protest had 
been made by the Japanese legation. 





The shortage of man power continues 
to enlarge the field of employment for wom- 
en in this country, as it has done in Europe. 
One of the late evidences of this tendency 
comes in the announcement that about fifty 
women are to be employed as subway guards 
by the Brooklyn Rapid Transit Company. 





The latest official figures put the 
number of enlisted men in the armies of the 
United States at 1,360,000. This is the 
force that has grown in the eight months 
out of an army that on April 1 numbered 
only 110,000 men. Ohio has contributed ap- 
proximately 75,000 men to this vast army. 





Portugal’s successful revolution cost 
at least a hundred dead and and 500 wound- 
ed in clashes between rebels and the old gov- 
ernment forces, according to latest esti- 
mates. Complete order has been restored. 
Col. Paes issued summary orders for im- 
mediate execution of all caught looting or 
rioting. 





Premier Alhucemas made official an- 
nouncement that the Spanish steamship 
Claudio had been bombarded by a German 
submarine, eight sailors being killed and 
others wounded. The Claudio was bound 
from an American port for Spain with a 
cargo of sulphates for Spanish use. The 
government is preparing a protest to Ger- 
many. 

——Another air raid on east England, the 
first in more than a month, was made 
recently by some twenty-five German planes, 
six of which reached the London area. Two 
of the raiders were brought down and their 
crews made prisoners. The material dam- 
age was relatively slight, but seven persons 
were killed and twenty-one injured. Three 
of the fatalities occurred in London. 


William Eaton Chandler, who was 
Secretary of the Navy in President Arthur’s 
cabinet, and who was largely responsible for 
the beginnings of the United States Navy, 
died at Concord, N. H., on November 30, at 
the age of eighty-two. 





Immediate relief for the Ohio coal 
shortage has been promised by the fuel ad- 
ministration. Between 1,200 and 1,300 car- 
loads are made available. Instructions have 
gone forth from the fuel administration to 
Homer H. Johnson, Federal Fuel Adminis- 
trator for Ohio, calling for diversion of coal 
at lake ports and at Nelsonville, Ohio, to 
meet the State’s pressing needs. 





Second Lieutenant Allie L. Cone and 
twelve enlisted men of the American army 
engineers have been wounded in action, 
General Pershing has reported to the War 
Department. General Pershing gave no de- 
tails except that the men were wounded No- 
vember 30, the day on which American en- 
gineers working with the British army as- 
sisted General Byng’s forces in stemming a 
German assault near Cambria. 





Jerusalem is in the hands of the Brit- 
ish, after having been for virtually 1,200 
years in the control of the Moslems. The 
Holy City of the Christian religion capitu- 
lated to General Allanby’s forces, consisting 
of British, French, ard Italian troops, after 
it had been entirely surrounded, and with its 
fall seemed swept away the dream of the 
German and the Turks of driving south- 
ward through Palestine, capturing the Suez 
Canal and invading Egypt. 





— —America is rushing relief to Halifax. 
Nurses and physicians are speeding on their 
errand of mercy toward the scene of the 
tragedy. Trains loaded with supplies are 
racing from every direction in a grim effort 
to save the shattered city from starvation 
and want. They are-dying there. They are 
suffering and bowed in anguish of soul and 
heart and body. Now the cruel cold of the 
frozen north has caught and holds the vic- 
tims of this terrible disaster in its icy grip. 


——Formal assurance by the United 
States of its intention scrupulously to re- 
spect Swiss neutrality, has given the keen- 
est satisfaction in Switzerland, according to 
dispatches reaching Washington. The dec- 
laration by the American Government was 
regarded there as having completely neu- 
tralized the insidious efforts of German 
propagandists to lead the Swiss people to 
believe that the United States intended to 
send troops through their country to attack 
the German flank. 


— Not five windows remained intact in 
the whole city of Halifax. Of the 4,500 
men, women, and children now being treated 
at the various hospitals, more than one-half 
were cut by flying glass. More than fifty 
tons of glass already have been shipped to 
the wrecked city, but it is not nearly suf- 
ficient to cover the needs. When the ex- 
plosion came, the greater part of the Mont 
Blane and its deadly cargo were hurled 600 
feet in the air. Two miles from the water- 
front pieces from the ill-fated ship were 
found. 


German East Africa, the last colony 
remaining in the hands of Germany, has 
now been completely cleared of German 
forces. A small German force has passed 
into Portuguese territory, where it is being 
pursued. 

According to the Munich Post, a 
number of friends and admirers of Count 
George T. Hertling, the Imperial German 
Chancellor, have been sending him food- 
stuffs since he left Bavaria for Berlin to 
take up the Chancellorship, fearing he 
might find difficulty in getting food in the 
German capital. As the sending of food- 
stuffs from Bavaria to Prussia is against 
the regulations, the packages were seized 
and also the senders. Count Hertling has 
telegraphed the Bavarian authorities, re- 
questing the release of these persons and 
asking that the packages be forwarded to 
him, adding, “They will be gratefully ac- 
cepted.” 











According to J. B. Snow, a crop ex- 
pert of Chicago, it doesn’t really matter 
that the snow and cold over a large area 
of the northern States of the Middle West 
chill to the marrow, impede vehicular and 
railroad traffic, and eat into coal supplies. 
He pointed out, whereas the benefits to crops 
are of immeasurable importance, the fortu- 
nate circumstance of the occasion was the 
fall of snow, needed by seeded wheat as a 
blanket of warmth against the cold, and to 
provide moisture for the soil. Many things 
may happen to crops before next harvest, 
but that, Mr. Snow said, does not alter the 
fact that for the present the right thing 
happened at the right time. 


President Wilson’s message to Con- 
gress has made a_ notable impression 
throughout Brazil, whose newspapers print 
it in full under prominent headlines. La 
Razon, of Rio Janeiro, says the document 
calls for universal admiration, revealing as 
it does such a broadness of vision and su- 
perior comprehension of what the grand 
alliance means. The newspaper also says, 
“The United States occupies the most prom- 
inent place in the world to-day because of 
the perfect alliance which exists between the 
people and the government. Such a grand 
example would be sufficient to stimulate 
Brazil into participation in the war, even 
had we not already had our own reasons for 
taking part in it.” 








Estimate now places casualty list at 
4,000 and deaths are occurring hourly from 
injuries and exposure as the consequence of 
the explosion on the French ammunition 
ship Mont Blanc. Halifax has ceased to 
number its dead and is directing its energies 
to the aid of the living. Federal, provincial, 
and Red Cross aid, supplemented by volun- 
teer units from other cities and the United 
States, were utilized to the best advantage. 
The intense cold at Halifax caused great 
suffering. The relief trains, which had been 
stalled in snow-drifts near the Nova Scotian 
border, brought the first contingent of 
physicians, nurses, and supplies. The re- 
ief committees have asked for $30,000,000, 
which they estimate will be necessary to 
care for the 20,000 destitute ones. 
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REV. F. G. COFFIN, D. D. 
Albany, New York 


The long-haired caller in the editorial 


room was indignant. “Poets are born, sir,” 
he said to the eminently practical editor. 

“Of course they are,’ responded the edi- 
tor, suavely; “you didn’t imagine I thought 
they were hatched, did you?” 

“I mean, sir, they are born; born, sir-— 
do you understand?” 

“T think I do,” and the editor rubbed his 
chin reflectively; “but why are they?”—Sel. 


THE TIME WAS AT HAND 


Look at the clock. The time was Sunday, 
December nine. 





Our cause is steadily growing and the 


Convention is a necessity to its combined 
growth. 


WERE YE ALSO READY? 


Sunday, December 9, was a very cold day. 
A wild, blustering, bragging storm raged all 
the day before, and the biting cold of Con- 
vention Day was sufficient to deter the 
bravest from going forth, but there will 
come another Sabbath Day. It may not be 
so stormy, nor so cold, and on that day the 
offering should be taken for The American 
Christian Convention. The situation is a 
really serious one. With war conditions 
prevailing, prices soaring upward, and the 
Convention year on, we face a condition 
which demands faith, courage, and sacri- 
fice worthy the name we bear and the cause 
we love. My faith in the effort of the min- 
istry, and the loyalty of the laity to meet 
this situation is unwavering, and I know 
full well that God will bless and reward 
the effort we make. The demands of the 
year must be met and there is no way to 
meet them but by the way of giving. The 
pennies and dimes sufficient to meet the de- 
mands of others years will be wholly insuffi- 
cient now. It will require quarters, and 
dollars, and gold pieces, and checks, and 
love, and loyalty, and energy, and sacrifice 
to do now, as much as a few dollars and a 
little sacrifice did a few years ago. 
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Brethren of the ministry, the task is ours. 
Our people will hear our plea, they will re- 
spond to our appeal, and, if we shall do our 
duty, there will be no lack. Though the 
offering is delayed by reason of the storm, 
I feel confident that in the end it will be all 
that could be expected. One other word. 
There are some generous souls who do not 
have church privileges, and some of them 
are sending their personal contributions. It 
may be that you are one of them; if so, send 
your offering direct to the office of The 
American Christian Convention, and may 
the dear Lord bless you in so doing. 


BROTHER, READ THIS LETTER 
IT WILL DO YOU GOOD 


WEAUBLEAU, Mo., Dec. 5, 1917. 
Rev. J. F. Burnett, 
Dayton, Ohio. 

DEAR BROTHER IN CHRIST:—Some time 
ago I went down to the post-office for my 
mail, and I received a letter with the picture 
of a man on a run, saying he was looking 
for Rev. J. D. Simms. Well, I took him 
home with me, and inquired what he wanted, 
and he said, “Money, money.” Well, I told 
him if a dollar would settle the bill, I would 
pay him off and start him, but he wanted 
a collection taken up by the church on the 
ninth of December for The American Chris- 
tian Convention. Very well, I told him, I 
was going to Bethany church on the fourth 
Sunday (the meeting day) and I would pre- 
sent his claim to the church, and ask for a 
liberal collection. Well, we took the collec- 
tion, and got three dollars and fifty-four 
cents ($3.54), which I think did very well, 
as there are so many members that never 
give much to the different calls of the 
church. Well, now, I visited some of my 
children that have membership in the 
church. They live away from here, and I 
told them about the collection, and asked 
for an offering, and they gave me one dol- 
lar and seventy-five cents ($1.75), so I am 
sending it all to you ($6.01). Wish I could 
make it ten dollars, but you see I have no 
income, only as I work and piece it out. I 
am preaching this year for the Bethany 
and Union Hill churches, and they are both 
standing by me with their prayers and 
means. May God bless them, and also you 
and the work you are doing, and the broth- 
erhood in general, is my prayer. 

Your brother in Christ, Amen, 
J. D. StMMs. 


In this letter four things are revealed: 

1. A loving, brotherly spirit. 

2. A personal interest in our general 
work, and a contribution toward it. 

3. A pastor’s care for the flock, and a 
pastor’s duty toward it. 

4. A family interest in the cause of the 
Christians. How beautiful and commendable 
each and all of the four are! Surely Broth- 
er Simms must be a good and happy man. 


AND IT WILL DO YOU GOOD TO READ 
THIS LETTER 


KiTrery, ME., Dec. 9, 1917. 
BROTHER BURNETT :—Enclosed please find 
check for $2.00, from Mr. and Mrs. W. G. 
Moulton. We belong to the York Corner 
church, but we are living in Kittery at pres- 





Seeretary 
REV. J. F. BURNETT, D. D. 
Dayton, Ohio 


ent, as I am working on the Navy Yard. 
I do not know whether our church took the 
collection to-day or not, but we wish to do 
our bit” to help along the cause. 


Respectfully, 
W. G. MouLton, 
Secy. York and Cumberland Conf. 

I wish you would observe that this offer- 
ing was made on the very day that churches 
were requested to take it. A husband and 
wife worshiping the Lord in an offering to 
the work they love. I know the work cannot 
fail while there lives on the earth such de- 


voted people, and such home life is con- 
tinued. 


SS 


SUNDAY SCHOOLS 


Rev. Walton C. Wicker, A. M., Litt. D., See’y 
Elon College, N. C. 


—____a_ 





Lesson for December 30, 1917 





GOD’S REDEEMING LOVE 
Psalms 123, 124 





Golden Text—With the Lord there is 


mercy, and with him is plenteous redemp- 
tion.—Ps. 130: 7. 


Practical Truth—God extends great mer- 
cy to mankind. 





Daily Readings 


Monday, Dec. 24—Psalms of Deliverance. 
Ps. 85, 126. 


Tuesday, Dec. 25—Preparation for the 
Messiah. Mal. 3: 1-12. 


Wednesday, Dec. 26—The Temple Rebuilt 
and Dedicated. Ezra 3: 8-13; 6: 14-18. 


Thursday, Dee. 27—Defeat Through 
Drunkenness. 1 Kings 20: 1-21. 

Friday, Dec. 28—Nehemiah’s Prayer An- 
swered. Neh. 2: 1-11. 

Saturday, Dec. 29—Nehemiah Rebuilds 
the Wall of Jerusalem. Neh. 4: 7-21. 

Sunday, Dec. 30—Nehemiah Enforces the 
Law of the Sabbath. Neh. 13: 15-22. 





Introduction 

The lessons of this quarter have been ex- 
ceedingly interesting to the Bible student. 
Great national crises and decadence have 
been studied and the sun-crowned men of 
God have cried to the declining nation and 
warned the people, and devoted kings have 
endeavored to guide them in ways of right- 
eousness, and false kings have appeared and 
misguided the people. Faithful and fearless 
youths have been true to God in the fiery 
trials and braved the lions’ den rather than 
be untrue to God. For their faithfulness 
they have ascended to positions of power 
and influence. We have witnessed the re- 
turn of weary pilgrims from the land of 
captivity to rebuild the house of the Lord 
and restore the waste-places. And the peo- 
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ple rejoiced and shouted for praise at the 
rebuilding and dedication of the temple. 





Review of Lessons 

LEssON ONE—Psalms of Deliverance. 
Psalms 85 and 126. 

Golden Text—They that sow in tears 
shall reap in joy.—Ps. 126: 5. 

We should not despair, though sorrows 
come to us. There is always a bright day 
dawning after the dark night of sorrow. 
“Behind the cloud is the sun still shining.” 
We should acknowledge the goodness and 
mercy of God for all-His wonderful works. 





LEsson Two—Returning From Captivity. 
Ezra 1: 1-11. 

Golden Text—Jehovah hath done great 
things for us: whereof we are glad.—Psa. 
126: 3. 

The people had a right to rejoice at their 
return to Palestine under Zerubbabel. They 
went with purpose and preparation to re- 
build the house of the Lord. Many who did 
not return were in sympathy with the move- 
ment and the king opened the royal treasury 
to assist in this noble and glorious under- 
taking and sent the furnishings of the first 
temple to provide for the second. 





LESSON THREE—The Temple Rebuilt and 
Dedicated. Ezra 3: 8-18; 6: 14-18. 

Golden Text—Enter into his gates with 
thanksgiving, and into his courts with 
praise—Psa. 100: 4. 

People who have high ideals and a great 
purpose are happy as they pursue their un- 
dertakings. They worked and praised and 
sang for joy while they were rebuilding the 
temple. All should rejoice in the temple 
and the improvement, adornment, and 
equipment of the temples of worship—the 
church—to-day and make great sacrifices 
for its service. 

LESSON Four—Ezra’s Return From Baby- 
lon. Ezra 8: 15-36. 

Golden Text—The hand of our God is up- 
on all them for good that seek him.—Ezra 
8: 22. 

The teachings of the Bible are inspired to 
do the best things in life. Ezra was led 
to guide the Hebrew people back to the land 
of their nativity. The Bible teacher should 
guide his class from the bondage of sin to 
the land of free grace and never-dying love. 
If the life and heart and spiritual nature of 
the teacher is full of the Spirit of God, the 
logical and natural result will be to lead 
the pupils back to the land of their spiritual 
nativity. 





LESSON FiveE—Defeat Through Drunken- 
ness. 1 Kings 20: 1-21. 

Golden Text—Let not him that girdeth on 
his harness boast himself as he that pulleth 
it off —1 Kings 20: 11. 

We should not depend upon our own 
strength to accomplish our undertakings, 
but look to God for guidance and help. There 
are better sources of protection for national 
and individual life than the powers of man 
in mighty armies and armaments of war- 
fare. When we follow the prophets of God, 
we shall win victories against our most for- 
midable foe. God can save by a few who 
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trust Him and do their duty, but drunken- 
ness and venereal diseases will defeat any 
nation. It is a crime to permit such conduct 
among the soldiers of a Christian nation in 
a warfare for Christian principles. 





LESSON Six—Nehemiah’s Prayer. Nehe- 
miah 1: 1-11. 

Golden Text—Whatsoever we ask, we re- 
ceive of him, because we keep his command- 
ments, and do those things that are pleasing 
in his sight.—1 John 8: 22. 

Positions of responsibility and trust bury 
some men, while others under favorable cir- 
cumstances are helped to render greater 
services through wealth and position. Nehe- 
miah was not puffed up above his brethren. 
He found time to pray and through prayer 
found a way of success. Bad news puts 
some men to confusion, but stimulates oth- 
ers to their best efforts. 





LESSON SEVEN—Nehemiah’s Prayer An- 
swered. Nehemiah 2: 1-11. 

Golden Text—Ask and it shall be given 
unto you.—Matt. 7: 7. 

A sincere heart will express itself through 
facial expression; but when the heart is 
burdened, others will read the lines of sor- 
row. When fear comes, we should trust 
God, as did Nehemiah, and He will give us 
opportunity to present our petitions to Him. 
Prayer is the power that moves the Hand 
that moves the universe and through prayer 
we hold converse with God and find in Him 
a real companion. The effectual, fervent 
prayer of a righteous man availeth much. 





LESSON EIGHT—A Psalm of Thanksgiv- 
ing. Psalm 108. 

Golden Text—Bless Jehovah, O my soul, 
and forget not all his benefits.—Psa. 103: 2. 

The Thanksgiving season should revive 
gratitude in our hearts for all the wonder- 
ful blessings that come to us throughout the 
year, and should be observed as the expres- 
sion of glad and thankful hearts that re- 
joice all the year for the physical and spir- 
itual blessings that are continuously shower- 
ed upon us. 





LESSON NINE—Nehemiah Rebuilds the 
Wall of Jerusalem. Nehemiah 4. 

Golden Text—The Lord is my helper; I 
will not fear; what shall man do unto me? 
—Heb. 18: 6. 

Nehemiah had great trials and hardships, 
but he met all his trials bravely because he 
relied upon God for strength and direction. 
He showed great wisdom, for he asked of 
God, who giveth to all men liberty and up- 
braideth not. He followed methods that 
were directed by divine wisdom, and took 
wise precautions to prevent his enemies’ 
conspiracy. 





LESSON TEN—Ezra and Nehemiah Teach 
the Law. Nehemiah 8. 

Golden Text—Thy word is a lamp unto 
my feet, and a light unto my path.—Psa. 
119: 105. 

The people and the nation that make the 
Bible their book of counsel will prosper and 
be happy. If we would take the Bible as 
our guide at all times, our nation would be 
happy in its victories for righteousness and 
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its triumphs of truth. No foreign power 
which defies reason, crucifies Christ afresh, 
and destroys humanity in cruel savagery 
will be able to stand before the mighty 
hosts of Jehovah, who are fighting for 
gentleness, mercy, human sympathy, and 
the patriotic principles of human freedom. 





LESSON ELEVEN—Nehemiah Enforces the 
Law of the Sabbath. Nehemiah 13: 15-22. 

Golden Text—Remember the Sabbath day, 
to keep it holy.—Ex. 20: 8. 

The Sabbath was made for man and not 
man for the Sabbath, but many men turn 
this day unto a curse, rather than a bless- 
ing. They neglect the church and the gospel 
and the study of the Bible and push the 
ox into the ditch in the week to pull him out 
on Sunday. Avoid all needless work, Sab- 
bath desecration under the name of needed 
recreation, and dedicate this holy day to the 
sacred service of Almighty God in honor 
of His holy name. 





LESSON TWELVE—Preparation for the 
Messiah. Malachi 8: 1-12. 

Golden Text—Repent ye, for the kingdom 
of heaven is at hand.—Matt. 3: 2. 

When we put selfishness before righteous- 
ness, it will pull down our life, rather than 
build it up. God sends His messenger to 
each of us and we receive Him or reject 
Him. Do we take God’s purposes into our 
plans? Do we make His will our will? Do 
we honor God with our lives, our talents, 
our money? When we put God to the test, 
it is His right to put us to the test. We 
cannot rob God, but we rob ourselves when 
we try. 


CHRISTIAN ENDEAVO 


W. A. Harper, LL. D. = Seeretary 
Elen Cellege, N. C. 








Topic for December 30, 1917 





PLANNING THE FUTURE 
Matt. 25:1-13 





The Scripture :— 


Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto 
ten virgins, which took their lamps, and went forth 
to meet the bridegroom. And five of them were wise, 
and five were foolish. They that were foolish took 
their lamps, and took no oil with them: but the wise 
took oil in their vessels with their limps. While the 
bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept. 
And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the 
bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him. Then 
all those virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps. 
And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your 
oil; for our lamps are gone out. But the wise an- 
swered, saying, Not so; lest there be not enough for 
us and you: but go ye rather to them that sell, and 
buy for yourselves. And while they went to buy, 
the bridegroom came; and they that were ready went 
in with him to the marriage: and the door was shut. 
Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, Lord, 
Lord, open to us. But he answered and said, Verily 
I say unto you, I know you not. Watch therefore, 
for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein 
the Son of man cometh. 


The Leader:—Our final meeting for the 
year is upon us. As we look back over the 
past, we can discern our mistakes. We can 
at the same time see our achievements. We 
must now submit our plan for the coming 
year. I move that we adopt our denomina- 
tional standards and that we appoint a 
member to be responsible for each of the 
ten items in the regular schedule, and our- 
president to look after the eleventh, the or- 
ganization of the new society which will en- 
title us to “super” rank. Here are the- 
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items: (see the first items on this page 
of THE HERALD.) 

Then go into the Committee of the Whole, 
appointing the captains for the standardi- 
zation contest and explaining fully each of 
the eleven items. Get the Endeavorers 
present to pledge themselves to do their ut- 
most for the movement. Then close with 
sentence prayers, getting every one present 
to take part. 


NOTES 


Did you read Dr. Frank G. Coffin’s splen- 
did article in the Christian Endeavor World 
of November 28? Well, be sure to have it 
read in your society. It is a gem. 

Dr. Martyn Summerbell celebrated in our 
Brooklyn church, on December 2 the anni- 
versary of his fiftieth year as an ordained 
minister. It was a great and uplifting 
event. He is a great Endeavorer. We are 
proud of him. 


Chaplain H. E. Rountree, Portsmouth, N. 
H., is doing great things for his men. He 
has a Christian Endeavor Society of three 
hundred members, and expects soon to bring 
it to 400 or 500. We are proud of him, our 
Christian Endeavor Chaplain, are we not? 


OUR C. E. STANDARDS 


(There is no conflict between these standards as a 
eareful investigation will reveal. In both of them, 
No. 5 of the Dixie Standards and No. 1 of the United 
Society Standards, provision is made for Denomina- 
tion Standards. Both allow 20% on the Denomi- 
national Standards. We Christians have accordingly 
adopted our standards. We hope every society will 
set out to meet our standards and then reach out to 
complete also either the United Society, or the Dixie 
Standards. Here are our own standards.) 


Christian Endeavor Standards of the Chris- 
tian Church 


10 per cent. increase in membership. 

10 cents per member for C. E. Department 
of .24. €: 'c. 

50 cents per member for missions. 

50 per cent. average attendance 
prayer-meetings. 

10 Quiet Hour Covenanters. 

5 Tenth Legioners. 

2 Life-Work Recruits. 

5 C. E. Experts. 

Representative at 
Gathering. 

Representative at State or 
Convention. 


SOME EXPLANATIONS 


1. Take your membership on September 1, 
1917. Increase it by 10 per cent. before Octo- 
ber 1, 1918. 

2. Send ten cents for each to Rev. J. F. 
Burnett, Secretary, C. P. A. Building, Dayton, 
Ohio, for the Christian Endeavor Department 
of The American Christian Convention. Cer- 
tify that it is ten cents per member. This 
money will be used to pay our part of the 
salary and expenses of Mr. Hermon Eldredge, 
Secretary of Religious Education. 

8. Send fifty cents per member for mis- 
sions to Rev. Omer S. Thomas, Treasurer, C. 
P. A. Building, Dayton, Ohio, and say that it 
represents that sum for each member of the 
Society. 

4. Have the secretary count the attend- 
ance at every C. E. prayer-meeting for the 
time of the standardization contest. At the 
end of the time, write to W. A. Harper, sec- 
retary, Elon College, N. C., what the per- 
centage has been. 

5. Get ten members to sign the Quiet Hour 
Covenant, using the cards to he supplied by 
William Shaw, secretary, C. E. Building, Bos- 
ton, Mass. 


6. Do the same with the Tenth Legion 
pledge. Only five are required, however. 

7. Get two members to commit themselves 
to a life of definite Christian service, whether 
it be of the ministry, of foreign mission 
work, of Y. M. C. A. or Y. W. © A. work, or 

E. work. They need not say what the 
work is to be, only that they will so conse- 
= their life, and go where the Spirit may 
ead. 


8. Organize a C. BE. Expert Class. Get 
Wells’ Expert Endeavor, price 25 cents in pa- 
per, 50 cents in cloth. Order of The Christian 
Publishing Association, C. P. A. Building, 
Dayton, Ohio. Study the book. Write to W. 
A. Harper, Secretary, Elon College, N. C., for 
the examination. He will grade the papers, 
award the diplomas, and report the results 
to the United Society. Only five are required. 


at C. E. 


Denominational C. E. 


District C. E. 
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9. Have a representative at some denomi- 
national gathering where Christian Endeavor 
is discussed. 

10. Have a representative at a State or 
District C. E. Convention. 


STILL FURTHER EXPLANATION 
Explanatory. 

Any Society attaining eight of these points 
will be rated “Excellent.” 

Any Society attaining all ten of these 
points will be rated “Superior.” 

Any Society organizing a new Society be- 
fore October 1, 1918, will be rated “Super- 
Excellent” or “Super-Superior,” provided the 
other points also are attained in the contest. 

Our Goal. 


One hundred societies entitled to rating and 
100 new societies organized by Oct. 1, 1918. 


Recognition. 


Recognition will be given before the 1918 
session of The American Christian Conven- 
tion and proper certificates awarded for dis- 
play in the place of meeting. 


Time Limit. 

The work of standardization is to begin 
Sept. 1, 1917, and close Oct. 1, 1918. 

Get Ready! Get Rated! Report points at- 
tained monthly to W. A. Harper, Secretary, 
Elon College, N. C. 

This is our biggest undertaking yet. God 
will bless us, if we work. Let us work. But 
first and always let us pray for the leader- 
ship of His Holy Spirit. 


FOREIGN MISSIONS 


Rev. M. T. Merrill ~ - - 
Dayton, Ohio 








Secretary 


DOING THEIR BIT IN PORTO RICO 


The poet wrote, “ ’Tis sweet to be remem- 
bered,” and we are experiencing the pleas- 
ure which comes from the receipt of pack- 
ages of cards and scrap books made by the 
Junior Endeavor children of our church; 
and from Columbus, Ohio, came a great 
package of paper dolls for the little girls 
of my sewing class. The grown-up people 
have not forgotten us either in these stren- 
uous days when every one is urged to knit 
for the soldiers. Mrs. Alice G. Rhodes, the 
widow of Rev. H. J. Rhodes, who came to 
Porto Rico and helped establish this Mis- 
sion, sent a great package of magazines. 
Mrs. J. N. Corwin, of Lawrenceville, Pa., has 
sent two packages of reading matter for my 
class of boys, complete files of the Boys’ 
World and of the Youths’ Companion. 
Others have written me regarding the 
church at Saint Isabel, expressing their 
desire to pay for a number of ce- 
ment blocks to be used in the construction 
of this church. As each one wrote to know 
about the proposed size of the church, it may 
be well to state in this article that Saint 
Isabel is a town of about 5,000, and this is 
the only Protestant church of the town. The 
building site purchased some years ago is a 
fine large lot fronting the public square. 
It is planned to put up a church 
costing not more than $3,000, but as prices 
of building material have advanced with 
other commodities since the war, it might 
be well to add considerable to this sum for 
emergencies that can not now be forseen. 
Several ladies have written that they want- 
ed to send their mite box offering to the 
Mission Board for this fund. If Sunday- 
schools and Junior Societies would make 
offerings for this church at Saint Isabel, 
the Mission Board could soon begin the work 
of building. 

The lot at Saint Isabel is large enough 
for a church and a parsonage, and through 
the self-sacrificing efforts of the Young 
People of the Eastern Virginia Conference, 
the people of Saint Isabel are to have a 
pastor of their own, Rev. Martinez. He and 
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his wife are members of our church in 
Ponce, and both have been teachers in our 
Sunday-school up to the present time. Mr. 
and Mrs. Martinez were educated at the 
Presbyterian school, and both speak English 
well. For two years past, Mr. Martinez has 
been employed in the office of the American 
Bible Society, here in Ponce. He is an earn- 
est devoted Christian, and his wife is an 
excellent church worker. It is hoped that 
the work in Saint Isabel will prosper under 
the care of two such competent people as 
Rev. and Mrs. Martinez have shown them- 
selves to be, and we are anxious that they 
have a suitable building in which to hold 
services. The old hotel building that is now 
being used for a church is rapidly falling 
to pieces, and the last time I was there I 
noticed some of the boards in the floor were 
so worm eaten that I was afraid that they 
would break with my weight. When I first 
came down to Porto Rico, I went through a 
floor at a cottage prayer-meeting, and I have 
been very cautious ever since. 

The Union Thanksgiving service here in 
Ponce was held this year in the Christian 
church, and the week following there was a 
meeting of all the missionaries of the island 
in this city. Then comes the preparation 
for our Christmas entertainment, so from 
now on until after Dec. 25th, this will be an 
unusually busy time for the missionaries, 
who always have plenty to keep them oc- 
cupied. 

Porto Rico is doing “her bit” in the war 
in a very creditable manner. Her citizens 
who are able to do so subscribed to the 
Liberty Bonds very liberally. In previous 
letters, attention has been called to the fact 
that a Porto Rican regiment is in the Canal 
Zone, and in addition to that she is not only 
furnishing her full quota of soldiers, in 
responce to the draft, but a roll of volun- 
teers is being made of those not taken by 
the draft to go to the States to help in the 
factories and on the farms. Up to date, 
12,833 names have been drawn from the list 
of those registering. Our little Ponce church 
will furnish her full quota, as a number of 
our young men have been enrolled. One of 
my Sunday-school class, not old enough for 
service, is going to the States to work in a 
hat factory, he being employed here in that 
trade, and the factories here are sending 
up their best hands to help out in the States. 
The Red Cross is well organized on this 
island, and knitting clubs are the fashion 
here as well as in the States, the children 
at the public schools are knitting in the do- 
mestic science class and a number of the 
boys are also learning to knit. Then recent- 
ly a shipment of ten tons of guava jelly has 
been prepared for the hospitals in France, 
and the Porto Rican Steamship Company 
has agreed to take this delicacy to New 
York free of charge. One sugar company 
gave $2,500 worth of best grade sugar for 
the making of this jelly. 

Three years ago almost everything to eat 
was imported; but a portion of all irrigated 
land has been planted in gardens and the 
result is that now Porto Rico is not only. 
raising her own food, but is shipping food 
to the United States, and yet people are 
starving because too poor to buy food. Oh, 
if there was only some way of furnishing 
employment to the great army of unem- 
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ployed, and of paying them living wages! 
Now when every one is so busy knitting, 
I have wondered if a knitting factory in 
Porto Rico would not be a good investment. 
The woman are very skilful with their 
needles. One of the women of our church 
makes her living making shirts for a store 
here in Ponce. She cuts and makes a shirt 
for a grown man, working eight button- 
holes in each garment at 50 cents per dozen 
shirts. Just a little over four cents for each 
garment. Yet up until food advanced so in 
price, that woman gave 15 cents each week 
to the church and Sunday-school. I wonder 
how many women in the States would take 
a contract of making a shirt every day for 
missions, and that is practically what this 
woman was doing. The first shirt made each 
day was set aside for her “ofrendi,” and 
many a time when too weary to come to 
services, she has sent me her little envelope 
with this offering. It makes me ashamed 
that I give so little to the Lord in compar- 
ison to this poor woman. 
OLIVE G. WILLIAMS. 


HOME MISSIONS 


Secretary 








Rev. Omer S. Thomas ~ - 
Dayton, Ohio 





This is the time of year that the treas- 
urer always gets on the anxious seat on 
account of the condition of the treasury. 
This would not be true, if all the churches 
had the weekly-offering system. Don’t do it 
for the sake of the treasurer, but for the 
sake of our mission work at large. 

Why pay interest in these times, when a 
cent a day from every member would boom 
our work? 





It is hard to tell what the future has for 
us. Now that the tragedies of the terrible 
war are on us, we are less able to tell than 
ever before. There are some things which 
are certain, however, and they are the 
things we must be working to meet. We are 
certain that the Church is to have one of 
the greatest tasks and at the same time 
one of the most wonderful opportunities of 
all time at the close of this war. Are we 
willing to sacrifice for her that she may do 
that which the Lord will give to her to do? 
He is going to leave it with us as a great 
responsibility and also a great privilege. 
To-day is the day to be looking forward to 
it. 





It is an ill wind that blows nobody some 
good. The shortage of coal in this section 
of the country is causing the churches to 
unite in some places that they may conserve 
the coal. In my own community there are 
four churches to unite during the cold 
weather. A fine step toward that for which 
the Lord taught us to pray. Conservation 
of necessities all over the world is increas- 
ing the sense of brotherhood more than any- 
thing could do. Our God is One who over- 
rules. 





Mr. Harry Wade Hicks has expressed a 
deep interest in the plan we have on foot 
at the present time for conferences with 
our ministers in different sections and offers 
the cooperation of the Missionary Educa- 
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tional Movement in it. We are hopeful of 
using some of their men in these confer- 
ences. The great note that is being sounded 
to-day is that of better leadership for the 
churches and we are going to get into line. 

Has your church yet organized that mis- 
sion study class? NowI am sure you do not 
want to be a back number, but you are in 
line for it if you do not bring your church 
up along mission lines. “Sons of Italy” is 
one of the most interesing studies and will 
open your eyes to the needs for work among 
aliens here in America. 





The committee in charge of the work 
among Hungarians in Brooklyn will soon be 
in the work. Already there is a class of 
about twenty-five children who meet at the 
Church of the Evangel at the close of the 
regular Sunday-school. We have sent them 
some money for their Christmas, but were 
not ready to send much. It might be a nice 
thing if some one would send us a check 
for twenty-five dollars for the Christmas 
for the little aliens in our work in Brooklyn. 





Woman’s Missionary Departm’t 


(Please send items fer this department to either 
Mrs. AlHee M. Bernett or Mrs. Laeretia Craig Helfen- 
nm, Dayton, Ohio.) 


If you are a member of a local missionary 
society, be sure to see that your missionary 
society plans to observe the week of prayer. 





If you are a life member of the Woman’s 
Board for Home Missions, or of the Wom- 
an’s Board for Foreign Missions, who lives 
too far from a missionary society to be able 
to attend the public services of the week of 
prayer, that fact need not prevent the join- 
ing of your petitions in the great volume of 
prayer going up to our Father at the begin- 
ning of the New Year. 

Pray as you never prayed before. 


WEEK OF PRAYER FOR MISSIONS 
January 1-4, 1918 
AIM: To reach a real consciousness of God; 
a renewed enlistment of self in the ser- 
vice of the King of Kings; a consecration 
that makes loyalty to the Kingdom of 
God the chief thing in life. 


OUTLINE OF PROGRAM 
Tuesday—Praise and Thanksgiving. Ps. 
100; 145:1-10. Prayer—Humiliation and 
Confession. Jas. 4:10; Isa. 57:15; Ps. 51: 
10-12. 


Wednesday—Prayer for the Church. 
(a) At Home—“The hour of opportunity 
is upon the church in America.” John 
17:9-11, 15-26. 
(b) Abroad—Mark 6:34-37 (first clause) 


Thursday—God’s Promises. II. Pet. 1:1-4; 
Ps. 77:7-12; Matt. 16:18. 
Prayer for a clear vision of God’s leader- 
ship; for the suffering, mothers of earth; 
for the mothers of our own land that they 
may “see Him who is invisible,” in whose 
light all wrongs shall be made right. 


Friday—Call to Heroic Service and Re-con- 
secration. Jer. 1:7-10; Josh. 1:2-9; Jas. 
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4:8 (first clause); Heb. 10: 22, 23; Rom. 
"1231. 


“I gave my life for thee, 
What hast thou given to me?” 


Dear Coworker: The Woman’s Mission 
Boards of the Christian Church have ap- 
pointed the first week in January as a Week 
of Prayer for Missions. We earnestly hope 
and expect that your society will cooperate 
in this observance, using the above topics, 
thus making the opening days of the New 
Year, days of sweet communion with our 
Father. Never was intercessory prayer 
more needed than to-day when the world 
is full of suffering and sorrow. We 
suggest that the first day be observed 
by each woman in her own home; 
that on one or two days you come “together 
in one place.” On one day there might be 
group meetings. Your pastor will doubtless 
be glad to use one of the topics for your 
mid-week service. You will need to copy the 
topics and references for the days on which 
you will not be together, so that each mem- 
ber may have them. 


EDUCATION 


Rev. W. G. Sargent, B.A., - > 
Providence, R. I. 








Secretary 


REMITTANCES FOR OCTOBER AND 
NOVEMBER 


Central Illinois 
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PERSISTING DEFIANCE 
BY REV. F. G. COFFIN, D. D. 


One who goes on to the campus at De- 
fiance College at this time carries away a 
new impression of the stability of the insti- 
tution. There are some who a few years 
since would have predicted the collapse of 
the whole enterprise had its central origina- 
ting personality been suddenly withdrawn. 
Its great president was building better 
than we knew. He was building institution- 
ally and not grouping curricula, professor- 
ships, and a few buildings about himself. 

Those who had been the guests of De- 
fiance before the tragic demise of its late 
president cannot for a single minute shake 
off the oppressive sense of loss when about 
the College, yet they are electrified by the 
way brave-hearted professors and faithful 
students, with dogged determination, carry 
on their work unbroken. The routine pro- 
ceeds with the same intense vigor. Each 
seems to feel that work is a more fitting 
expression of loyalty than tears. The ef- 
fort to nobly complete what was so well 
begun and to work a way out of the gloom 
is a feature of Defiance College to-day 
worthy of special recognition. 

Albany, N. Y. 


Know the true value of time, snatch, 
seize, and enjoy every moment of it. No 
idleness, no laziness, no procrastination: 
never put off till to-morrow what you can 
do to-day.—Earl of Chesterfield. 


Arnold’s 


Practical Commentary 


On the International Sunday-school Lessons 
for 1918 


Contains:—1. Introduction. 2. Home 
Readings. 3. Lesson Text, Golden Text, 
Practical Truth, Topic and Outline arranged 
as a responsive exer- 
cise. 4. Text also in 
American Revision. 5. 
Time. 6. Place. 7. Par- 
allel Accounts. 8. Com- 
ments. 9. Questions. 
10. Practical Survey. 
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NEW ENGLAND LETTER 
Wolfeboro, N. H.—The church at Wolfe- 
boro has lost one of its most devoted mem- 
bers in the death of Mrs Jemima Stewart. 
Mrs. Stewart loved the church of her choice 


with all her heart. She was not a wealthy 
woman, and had no one dependent on her, 
and in her will she remembered the church 
by a gift of $400.00 and the Sunday-school 
and Ladies’ Aid Society by a gift of fifty 
dollars each. May her example of thought- 
ful benevolence be followed by others. The 
Junior Christian Endeavor has grown so 
that nearly fifty boys and girls meet togeth- 
er under the leadership of Miss Alberta 
Horn and Mr. Philip Irish. The boys and 
girls are thus ministered to by two super- 
intendents, instead of one. Miss Horn has 
worked in the church many years and is an 
expert with children. Mr. Irish, who has 
been for some time a reporter on The Boston 
Post, has been invalided home, and finds a 
great inspiration in the boys’ work and is 
a great inspiration with the boys. One of 
the features of the Wolfeboro church service 
is the music, which is exceptionally good 
for a town church. This is largely owing 
to the choirmaster, Mr. Ralph S. Parker. 
Mr. Parker is one of the best tenors in the 
Granite State, and has had charge of the 
music in some of the wealthiest churches in 
Portsmouth, N. H., but is now in Wolfeboro, 
being with his father and mother in their 
declining years. The church is fortunate in 
having such a musician. The great-grand- 
daughter of Mrs. Sarah Swett, whose life 
is now beyond many, and whose sweet spirit 
still encourages the work of Zion, has recent- 
ly been the organist at the evening service. 
So the younger generation takes up the 
active duties in the Lord’s house. 





Portsmouth, N. H.—Reports indicate that 

a splendid work is being done under the 
faithful ministry of Rev. P. W. Caswell at 
the Court St. church. The sermons of the 
pastor are much appreciated, the fine music 
by the male quartet each Sunday is greatly 
enjoyed, and the interest and attendance are 
increasing. An excellent spirit of coopera- 
. tion prevails among the people. Being so 
close to the Navy Yard, Brother Caswell, 
of Portsmouth, and Brother Nichols, of our 
Kittery Second church, have special oppor- 
tunity to come in touch with many sailors 
and others in these days of great activity. 





We gratefully acknowledge the weekly 
visits of the Elon College Bulletin, an at- 
tractive folder, which seeks to keep the 
friends of Elon in touch with the various 
activities of the student body. President 
Harper is a busy man, who should be con- 
gratulated on the splendid success of Elon 
College. 





Pastorless churches desiring supply work 
occasionally should bear in mind the names 
of two of our brethren who are at present 
available—Rev. Levi Ferguson, of Mirror 
Lake, N. H., and Rev. Robert Downing, 
Aquidneck Station, R. I. They will be glad 
to serve, if notified in time. 





We need church news and appeal to our 
pastors and workers for items of general 
interest to the brotherhood. It is our desire 
to report in January the number of new 
church members received in our New Eng- 
land Christian churches during 1917. Please 
report all such to the Secretary, 412 Main 
St., Amesbury, Mass. ENGLISH. 


ILLINOIS 


Olney, Dec. 8—The revival at Sandy 
Creek proved to be a great spiritual uplift. 
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“And they that be wise shall shine as the brightmess of the firmament; 
and they that turn many te righteousness as the stars forever and ever.” 


Members have taken on a higher spiritual 
experience. Some happy conversions among 
the young men. Rev. C. J. Gasdorf, south- 
west corner, S. and Kilgore Streets, Cincin- 
nati, Ohio, is a strong preacher and can be 
had for pastor or evangelist. He was rear- 
ed in the Roman Catholic faith, but got the 
light and came out of darkness. He helped 
me three nights and gave most powerful 
messages. He desires to cast his lot with 
the Christian Church. He preaches a full 
gospel.—A. H. BENNETT. 


Bone Gap, Dec. 14—The meeting at Hord 
was forced to a close by the severe cold 
weather. Also, Brother Hoel was to help 
and he reported on the sick list. We are 
remaining here till over Sunday, then will 
return home. Have cali at Mt. Zion for 
revival effort, but cannot help at present. 
We wish all THE HERALD office a Merry 
Christmas. We surely thank God for the 
return of Jerusalem to Christian hands af- 
ter 1,200 years of Mahomed rule and 673 
of Turkish power in the 2,082 years to a 
day since taken from the Jews.—JOHN 
BAUGHMAN. 


Newton, Dec. 11—The meeting closed 
Sunday night. The church members were 
helped and strengthened. The weather was 
against us for three weeks, but we just kept 
the fight up. Most of the preaching was 
done by Rev. E. W. Scarbro. Rev. Wm. 
Land was with us two nights and the great 
evangelist, Gastoff, of Cincinnati, Ohio, was 
with us for two services and did some fine 
preaching. He is a very able man. Thanks- 
giving Day, the members remembered the 
pastor. They gathered at his home about 
ten a. m., with well-filled baskets and took 
possession of the house. When the noon 
hour came, there were fifty-three people 
who sat down to a well spread table and 
had a fine time-—Mrs. FLORENCE SCARBRO, 
Pastor. 


Tuscola, Dec. 8—Splendid audiences 
greeted me at Union Christian Chapel on 
Sunday last. Brother Zina Riggs, of the 
church at Newton, was a welcome visitor. 
Am with Pastor G. R. Hammond at Mt. 
Zion, Cumberland County. On conversion 
yesterday and accession to the church. A 
good interest is manifested in the day meet- 
ings and splendid attendance. The meetings 
should have continued a week longer. Pas- 
tor G. R. Hammond, because of a severe 
cold, returned home Friday, so the meetings 
had to close. This church is to entertain 
the Southern Wabash Conference the com- 
ing year. Brother Wm. Campbell begins 
his revival to-night at Mt. Zion, Central 
Conference, near Urbana. He and Brother 
W. T. Paul were good helpers in our meet- 
ings, both living in the neighborhood. Bro. 
James Tarbit, an old Union Christian Col- 
lege, also lives in the neighborhood and is 
very influential as a Sunday-school super- 
intendent. The writer received him into the 
church and he was the first candidate to 
whom he had the privilege of administering 
the ordinance of baptism. It is a joy to see 
the fruits of one’s feeble efforts of days 
gone by. To God be all the glory.—HOEt. 


Olney, Dec. 13—We have recently receiv- 
ed some splendid encouragement from 
friends to the work here at Olney. I spent 
a few days up in my first parish near Casey, 
Illinois. While there, a friend gave me fifty 
dollars for the church here, also one gave 
twenty-five dollars. Neither of them be- 
longed to the Christian Church. If we could 
get a number of folks to make such sub- 
stantial gifts to the work here, we would 
soon be where we could help ourselves. We 
are now having to put on some fifty dollars 
in repairs on the church. We are planning 
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our annual “White Gifts Christmas.” This 
will be our third one of the kind. We ex- 
pect this to far surpass any other of the 
kind we have had. Already classes are 
making plans for substantial gifts. More 
of our boys are soon to go to the training 
camps. We recently held our annual chick- 
en-pie supper, which brought in about ninety 
dollars. This has been a splendid year in 
the church and Sunday-school. Our average 
for the year (conference) has been 122 in 
the Sunday-school. Elder Tracy is pastor 
at Mt. Olive, where I have been the past 
few days. He is held in high esteem by 
his parishioners and faithful exponent of 
the gospel. Sunday, December 16, has been 
set aside as a day for the Southern Wabash 
churches to make an offering to the Ameri- 
can Bible Society. That society has done a 
great work for the cause of Christ for years 
—many of our own churches have been help- 
ed by it, and just now it is assuming the 
task of supplying all the soldiers with Tes- 
taments. Let each church remember this 
worthy cause with an offering and send to 
Omer S. Thomas, Dayton, Ohio, who in turn 
will send it to the proper channel. Rev. 
Mrs. Scarber is being royally received at 
Newton. Rev. Scarber, her husband, is also 
doing good among them when he is at home. 
Field Worker Bennett scored a victory at 
Sandy Creek. He is now at Sugar Creek, 
but the blizzard is so great that he is badly 
handicapped. Rev. S. Price helped Rev. 
Brooks in a grand meeting at White Oak 
recently. The folks at Freedom proved to 
be a great host for the annual conference. 
They gave the brethren a royal reception. 
They are a flock that can, and do, 
do things. Brethren, look over your budget 
and see if you can’t send in a gift to the 
American Bible Society. Send to Omer S. 
Thomas. Almost all of our pastorless 
churches are supplied in this Conference 
now.—ALVIN O. JACOBS. 


INDIANA 


Cynthiana, Dec. 8—It seems a little 
strange to be writing a field note from the 
State of Indiana; but here we are com- 
fortably domiciled in the nice, modern par- 
sonage, warm and snug, while there is a 
blizzard, reminding us of Iowa, raging just 
outside the window. We remember how for 
years we read everything from Illinois with 
much interest, after having several pastor- 
ates there, and now our field has widened, 
so that now we have added another State 
to our parish. The work has opened very 
nicely both here and at New Liberty, and 
we find evidences of much good work having 
been done by former pastors, among whom 
were such men as Rev. J. T. Phillips, now 
gone home to his reward. We find here the 
best material for good work we have found 
in any pastorate, and all so far are willing 
to be used. We hear only kindly words for 
former pastors, and that makes us feel more 
comfortable. It is never good manners to 
say uncomplimentary things about an “ex- 
pastor,” nor is it any better for the “ex- 
pastor” to say derogatory things about his 
former church. The writer once was told 
by a retiring pastor, as he was coming to 
the work: “You will find that you can do 
nothing here with these cotton heads.” When 
the reason was finally located, you can guess 
where we found it. We have our plan for 
our special meeting in Cynthiana partially 
made, for a campaign in April, led by Rev. 
Frederick Cooper, of Albany, Mo. He con- 
ducted a meeting with the writer in June 
last year, and God so wonderfully blessed 
his messages, that now a new church is in 
course of construction, where the future 
looked dark before. If our Indiana breth- 


ren want to use him following the meeting 
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here, they had better get busy, and address 
him at Albany, Missouri. We have no well- 
developed plan for the New Liberty church 
relative to special meetings, as we have been 
hindered by many things from seeing and 
talking with the people there about it. Here 
we have one of the oldest churches in the 
State, having already celebrated their cen- 
tennial year. Some of the children of the 
charter members are still active in the 
church work. May God bless all the dear 
brethren and sisters, and make them bless- 
ings in their respective fields of work, that 
this may be a year that shall speak for 
His glory. We had the pleasure of Brother 
Albert Godley in the home for a few hours 


_ two or three times since coming here, but 


as our goods had just arrived, we were sorry 
that we could not give him better entertain- 
ment; we were surprised to see how splen- 
didly God has kept him all these years since 
we saw him last. A clean life brings its 
own reward. We are looking forward to the 
coming of the next annual session of the 
Southern Indiana Christian Conference, 
which meets with the Cynthiana church. 
Brethren, that will be a good time to come 
and see us. We have not met the members 
of the conference yet, but we feel sure their 
welcome will be as hearty as that of the 
church, and that is enough.—E. E. BENNETT. 


KANSAS 


Miltonvale, Dec. '9—On account of the 
very cold weather, we had no service this 
morning, but expect to have a service this 
evening. The church here is very active 
and a very good revival closed November 
16, after three weeks’ work, during which 
time great good was accomplished. Eleven 
additions, and yet more are expected to 
come into the church, many of them being 
heads of families. Our pastor, Rev. A. A 
Thomas, did all of the preaching. His de- 
voted companion was a great help with her 
singing, accompanied with her harp. There 
was also good singing by the choir, and al- 
ways a well-filled house of eager listeners. 
Brother Walter L. Maxwell, who labored 
with, us last winter, gave up his work here 
to do work for his country. Brother Seldon 
Humphrey, who worked with us about two 
months in the summer, has also given up 
his work with us and taken up his work in 
Palmer College, to prepare himself for a 
greater work in the future. These young 
ministers sowed much good seed while with 
us, which is now beginning to bear fruit 
for the Master. We pray that they may 
continue to be faithful and steadfast, “That 
their labors may be as bread cast upon the 
waters.” Brother and Sister Thomas have 
done a great work in the three months that 
they have been with us and we believe they 
are the right servants in the right place. 
Our Sunday-school has increased in attend- 
ance and the Christian Endeavor is grow- 
ing. A very good Thanksgiving service was 
held in the church, well attended, and many 
were ready and willing to take some humble 
part in the service. We praise God for His 
goodness, and for the uplift at the Meredith 
church. We are always encouraged by 
reading THE HERALD, and the field notes 
from different localities—Church Clerk. 


MICHIGAN 


North Coloma, Dec. 10—This place has 
almost been lost sight of, as far as the 
Christian Church is concerned, and yet 
prayers have been offered in behalf of this 
field of labor for a number of years. The 
people in this vicinity have not had regular 
preaching services for a number. of years. 
I do not know of a place where the Word 
of God is needed more. North Coloma is 
right in the midst of the fruit belt and large 
potato fields and the people do not think 
much of Sunday. It is work on Sunday as 
well as Monday. We began a revival here 
the twenty-first day of October, continued 
four weeks. Conditions and circumstances 
were very much against the work. Brother 
J. W. Yantis came to our assistance the last 
week of our meeting, coming Tuesday and 
remaining until Saturday morning, preach- 


ing and singing beautiful soul-inspiring 
songs. We closed our meeting on Sunday 
evening, with three uniting with the church, 
making all together ten who had united and 
reconsecrated themselves. During the four 
weeks we felt much had been accomplished. 
The church had been cleaned, the bell put 
in commission, an electric light plant in- 
stalled, after trying to carry on a revival 
for three weeks with the old kerosene-lamp 
system. Organized a Sunday-school, with 
thirty members, using our own “Christian 
literature.” A business meeting, while 
Brother Yantis was with us, and new of- 
ficers were elected for the church and a 
pastor for the ensuing year. ‘Your humble 
servant” was chosen for full-time preach- 
ing. “To spend and be spent.” Somebody 
must sacrifice and be consecrated to this 
beautiful little chapel, situated on the four 
corners of North Coloma. We would ask all 
who know the worth of prayer to pray for 
the little white chapel and its pastor at 
North Coloma.—Mary G. RHEUBOTTOM, 
Pastor. 


OHIO 


Springfield, Dec. 13—I am glad to say 
that last night we organized our Melrose 
Mission into a church, “The Melrose Chris- 
tian Church.” It was a splendid victory, 
coming at the close of a meeting held in 
which Rev. W. B. Bonham did the preach- 
ing and singing—some splendid singing and 
preaching. Twenty-five charter members, 
with several more to come in right away. Ten 
came on profession of faith, the others by 
letter and statement from the different de- 
nominations. The people of that addition to 
the city have risen splendidly to the occasion, 
and are taking hold of this opportunity to 
make the church the leading force in that 
addition. If we had some one to stand back 
of the expense, and get a man here to take 
charge of this church and the Grove Park 
mission, we could soon have another church 
here—both located in sections of the city 
where the growth will be steady, though not 
so fast. I can certainly recommend Rev. 
Mr. Bonham, and his work, for evangelistic 
meetings. He is no splurger, and does not 
try to mimic Billy Sunday or some other 
evangelist. He does not pull off his coat and 
jump up on a chair, but he did preach and 
sing.—H. R. CLEM. 


REPORT OF FIELD SECRETARY, EAST- 
ERN VIRGINIA CONFERENCE 


My first quarter for the year 1917-18 was 
ended on Nov. 1. I closed it with-an at- 
tendance at one of the best conferences it 
has ever been my privilege to attend. The 
work did not drag, but all seemed eager to 
“be about our Father’s business.” The 
speeches were good and spiritual, and the 
— drank them as water to a thirsty 
soul. 

I was rejoiced also to have most of my 
noontime taken up with answering questions 
as to various phases of the Sunday-school 
work. Our people are awakening and de- 
termined to make our schools “the best 
ever.” More than at any other time, they 
are organizing classes, starting Cradle 
Rolls, planning Home Department work, 
and endeavoring, generally, to raise the 
standards of the school, that it may do more 
efficient service. 

On the walls of old Barrett church, where 
the conference was held,. hung one of the 
prettiest Cradle Rolls it has ever been my 
privilege to see. The Cradle Roll Super- 
intendent, Mrs. W. F. Inman, designed and 
made it herself. It is composed of a picture 
of two sleeping babies, cut from the front 
of a magazine cover, and daintily mounted. 
The names of the babies are hung to a bar 
suspended from the pictures, and tied with 
blue and pink ribbon. Another distinct 
touch of originality was the fact that Mrs. 
Inman had used heavy letter paper for the 
cards with babies’ names, cutting it into 
different shapes as her fancy dictated. It 
was a beautiful addition to the walls of any 
church, and the cost, she told me, was ten 
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cents for ribbon used, plus brains, time, and 
an old magazine cover. I mention this for 
the sake of those schools which may feel 
they “cannot afford” even thirty-five cents, 
which is the cost of the Wall Roll ready 
made. 

During this quarter, I have visited thir- 
teen schools, as follows: Bethlehem, Suf- 
folk, Burtons Grove, Barretts, Damascus, 
Centerville, Porters Union, Memorial Tem- 
ple, Liberty Springs, Johnsons Grove, Berea 
(Norfolk), Tidewater Sunday-school Asso- 
ciation, Isle of Wight C. H., and Holy Neck. 
I have taught eleven Sunday-school classes, 
held eight workers’ conferences, written one 
hundred letters and fifteen post-cards, so 
you see I have not been idle. 

In addition, I have had the officers of the 
Girls’ Conference meet with me twice, and 
have induced one new Sunday-school, Por- 
ters Union, to join the convention. This 
makes three new schools since I took up the 
work, less than three years ago. The little, 
unknown schools are really glad to “belong” 
to some one when they are sought out and 
invited. 

I wish that many of the conferences would 
feel that they could do what the Eastern 
Virginia Convention has done, that is, put 
some one in the field to really assist the 
weak schools. It pays, perhaps not in dol- 
lars and cents, but certainly in the things 
of the Kingdom. 

Mrs. FRED BULLOCK, 
Field Secretary, 
Eastern Va. Christian Con. 


FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH, 
COLUMBUS 





The Last Days of the Pastorate With the 
First Christian Church, Columbus, Ohio, 
With Henry Russell Jay as Pastor. 


Yes, it is true that Rev. Henry Russell 
Jay has severed his connection with the 
pastorate of the Christian church, Colum- 
bus, Ohio. We regret much to say this, for 
it seems he must be with us still. The 
writer of these lines, a member of the 
church, has seen all of the closing days of 
former pastorates in the Columbus church’s 
history, but none have closed more satis- 
factorily than Brother Jay’s. It was the 
opinion of all that he should continue his 
work here. The field in Columbus is in 
much better shape than when he came and 
everybody is anxious to take up the work 
with a new pastor. Rev. Jay’s work in 
Columbus has born much fruit and during 
his stay as our pastor we have had the best 
preaching we have had for years past, a 
thing we were sadly in need of in Colum- 
bus. For three Sundays preceding the last, 
Brother Jay gave us a series of three ser- 
mons on “The Panacea of Christianity.” To 
say they were able and scholarly discourses 
does not do them full justice, but had you 
been present to have seen the effect on the 
audience you could have appreciated this 
more. 

The church which has been fortunate in 
securing his services can count itself highly 
favored, for it will find in Rev. Jay an able 
man, a good, all-round preacher, as well as 
one who is sure to be one of our leaders 
among our denominational people. 

Rev. Jay labored hard in Columbus, as I 
have said, and the author of these lines ask- 
ed permission to say a few words at the 
close of the last service. As a token of 
the services rendered and that we might 
show some appreciation of his services, it 
was requested that Rev. Jay, together with 
his family, take their places in front of the 
pulpit and the entire congregation came for- 
ward and extended their farewell greeting 
by wishing them God-speed in the new field 
of labor for the Lord. We thought this a 
fitting close for both the service and the 
pastorate, as Brother Jay has always greet- 
ed us at the door at the close of all services. 

The last Sunday morning of the pastorate 
was our Thanksgiving service and one long 
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to be remembered in the history of the 
Christian church in Columbus. At this 
service the unveiling of the two flags was 
a most impressive feature. First, the pas- 
tor spoke of the call of the nation for men 
to defend the principles for which America 
has always been the advocate and after 
reading the names of the eleven men having 
gone from the Columbus church, drew the 
attention of us all to the service flag be- 
fore us. The presentation of our duty as 
we remain at home while these go forth 
as our representatives was clearly and in- 
delibly laid upon our hearts. Second, was 
the presentation of the American flag form- 
erly owned by our departed, Rev. Albert Dun- 
lap, D. D., and given to the church by his 
wife, Mrs. Mary E. Dunlap. In receiving 
this flag, on behalf of the church, Rev. Jay 
paid high tribute to the life, labor, love, and 
interest of the late Rev. Albert Dunlap, D. 
D., who in the early history of the church 
labored so earnestly and successfully for 
the church. The church was charged to 
keep the flag as a constant reminder of their 
duty to make such sacrifice and to live so 
devotedly as to make the work thus begun 
continued to a final and successful issue. 
Surely this will linger long in the experience 
of all whose privilege it was to share the 
service and worship of this last day of the 
pastorate of the Christian church, Colum- 
bus, Ohio, with Henry Russell Jay as its 
pastor. 
ROBERT W. LOMBARD, 
A deacon and also a member of 
the Pastoral Committee. 


BOONEVILLE REDEDICATION 


While a snow-laden wind blew a zero 
temperature bitingly into every object in 
its way, the Union Christian church, of the 
Eel River Conference, was rededicated as 
the Booneville Christian church. 


PROGRAM 


Hymn—“All Hail the Power of Jesus’ 
Name.” 

Hymn—‘“We’re Marching to Zion.” 

Scripture—Psalm 48, the Pastor. 

Prayer—Rev. C. E. Strawbridge. 

Chorus—“Raise Me, Jesus.” 

Hymn—“By the Touch of His Hand.” 

Sermon—Rev. C. E. Strawbridge. 

Hymn—“Be a Hero.” 

Collection 

Rededication Formula—Rev. C. E. Straw- 
bridge and Pastor. 

Rededication Prayer—Pastor. 

Hymn—“O My Soul, Bless Thou Jehovah.” 

Benediction—Rev. C. E. Strawbridge. 





Brother Strawbridge’s sermon was in- 
formal in a sense, but full of wholesome 
advice, searching, questioning, and splendid 
incentive to personal work. 

The zero weather limited the attendance 
to Booneville folks, but notwithstanding the 
absence of the throng, the service was in- 
spiring and thoroughly enjoyed. 

Three hundred sixty-eight dollars and 
eighty-six cents ($368.86) were called for 
and the response netted three hundred 
eighty-eight dollars and eighty-six cents 
$ (388.86). This was Brother Strawbridge’s 
first attempt at collection-raising and the 
Booneville folks made it a success. 


The rededication was called for by the 
following changes and improvements: 

1. Deeding of the church to the Eel River 
Conference. 

2. Changing of the name from Union to 
Booneville. 

8. Painting of the church inside and out- 
side. 

4. Repapering. 

5. New pews. 

6. A vestibule and tower. 

7. Six Sunday-school rooms provided by 
folding doors. 

These improvements cost one thousand 
seven hundred eighty-seven dollars and 
eighty-six cents ($1,787.86), all of which is 
provided for without note er mortgage. 
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At night Rev. Strawbridge preached an 
evangelistic sermon. The pastor will con- 
tinue the meetings and hopes for victory 
despite the weather. PASTOR. 


A MESSAGE FROM REV. J. B. LITTELL 


KANKAKEE, ILL., Dec. 11, 1917. 

DEAR EpITOR HERALD:—Please give me 
room in THE HERALD to address a word of 
love and appreciation to my many friends. 
While with pain and regret I am forced to 
remember the demise of many of my old 
parishioners and beloved friends, that, I 
would have thought after my afflictions, 
would have tarried much longer than I. But 
who can tell? 

I received a letter from my dear friend, 
Zeliak, my cosufferer, who suffered a lame 
hand, all the hand he had, but he wrote as 
soon as he was able. He called me up. 

Indeed, how dear to our hearts are the 
thoughts of our childhood, as fond recollec- 
tions recall to our minds the thoughts of 
Rudy, Martha, Mary, Patric, and Isaac, and 
many others that we used to meet down the 
lane, soon after the ringing of the old 
church bell. We also remember the Christ- 
mas morning we saw Henry Lurhing go 
down the street to his home for the last 
time. We also remember our last conversa- 
tion with our dear old Sunday-school super- 
intendent, Brother John Mangrum, as he ex- 
pressed his regret at my untimely calling 
while the field was so white. Uncle Billie 
Raymond, the old sexton, Brother Fred 
Whoeler, and many others, that I have not 
space to mention, who have long since bid 
farewell to this vain world and anchored 
their boats upon the shores of eternal deliv- 
erance. 

But I promised you the last time I wrote 
to begin at Union this time. We had a 
most enjoyable visit, which began at Union, 
though it culminated in a very sorrowful 
trial. Mrs. Littell was stricken with ap- 
pendicitis, the twenty-seventh of August, 
and was operated on the thirty-first. But 
I have always been told that all was well 
that ended well. 


The people at Union were good and kind 
to us, and saw that we were provided with 
all things that were necessary for our com- 
fort. The Southern Illinois Conference that 
convened at Bethsaida, Posey County, Ind., 
also remembered us. While we were not 
privileged to attend, the Relief Committee 
of the ministerial fund remembered us with 
about $75.00. Dr. Hayden, the superintend- 
ent of the Hayden Hospital, refused to 
charge Mrs. Littell for her operation. He 
only charged for hospital fees. With that, 
and gifts from other friends, we have 
lived. Notwithstanding the Kaiser, we are 
here yet! 

With the same kindness and love mani- 
fest, I am liable to live another year. As we 
look over the field, we see the world and 
note the hampered condition of the Chris- 
tian religion. We close our eyes and with 
our imagination we count the millions of 
our own boys and friends that fall a lifeless 
prey of greed, autocracy, and heathenism, 
which makes us cry out, “Wilhelm, Kaiser 
of Germany, you are to blame for all this!” 
Then we say, “Lord, deliver us. If ye are 
to blame, let us suffer; if we are not, let 
the Kaiser, or some one, suffer for these 
horrors, that they may not go unpunished.” 

After spending some weeks at Union, and 
after Mrs. Littell had sufficiently recovered, 
Brother Caze took us to the depot in his 
car. We said good-by and took the train 
for St. Joe, Ill., where we spent a few days 
with our daughter, Brother Leigh, Sister 
Stookey, and also Brother Leigh’s daughter, 
Mrs. Varner, who resides on the farm. We 
were deprived of the privilege of visiting 
Brother and Sister G. N. Leas, on account 
of the death of Sister Leas’ mother. We 
hope to visit them in the spring. 

There are people in that community that 
we cannot help but love, because they are 
children of Uncle Bill and Aunt Mag, Aunt 
Mary, Brother and Sister Stookey, and 
Brother and Aunt Mary White. The mem- 
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ory of those who were Christlike live on. 
Thanks be to Him for those lives who guided 
us in the way of truth, for what we owe to 
them can never be estimated and we should 
always remember that we owe a debt that 
we cannot pay. 

We are now at our son’s, at Kankakee, 
where we have a good home for the winter. 
I thank God for His early training, he never 
has a crust that he is not ready to divide 
with the needy. He works every day, that 
he may divide with me. 

We live within one block of the entrance 
to the hospital for the insane, which is said 
to be the second largest in the world. We 
only have to turn our ears to their cries to 
Le that this old world is everything but 

iss. 

With a heart big with desire and with 
greater appreciation in life, I surely desire 
you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year. I wish I knew it would be so, 
and that you would remember me. 


In love, 
JOHN B. LITTELL. 
169 E. Walnut St. 





P. S. While we were writing this letter, 
the postman came, bearing the good news 
from our old home. Miss Emma Parkinson 
wrote us that all were well. Her mother, 
our dear sister, had just received a pension 
and she did not forget us. Let me also say 
that I met Rev. Price, at St. Joe, as I came 
up here and talked with him, for the first 
time since I was stricken. Maybe you folks 
think that it is not a real pleasure to meet 
one’s ministerial friends and converse with 
them when you are in my condition. Bro. 
Price, it is impossible for you to realize the 
good your visit did me. J.B. L. 


DEATH OF REV. DAVID E. MILLARD, 


Rev. David Edmund Millard, D. D., was 
born in Ontario County, N. Y., March 16, 
1826, and departed this life, November 19, 
1917, in the eighty-ninth year of his age. 
His father, Rev. David Millard, D. D., was 
a pioneer minister of the Christian Church 
and played an important part in its work in 
his day. 

In or life, David, Jr., displayed a fond- 
ness for learning and was graduated in the 
class of 1852. He was ordained to the work 
of the gospel ministry on December 9, 1852, 
in Fall River, Mass. Two years later, April 
24, 1854, he was married to Miss Esther 
Andrews, at Portland, Michigan. During 
a period of thirty-five years he served as 
pastor in the active ministry, the following 
churches: Fall River, and New Bedford, 
Mass; West Bloomfield, N. Y., and Marshall, 
Jackson, and Belding, Michigan. He served 
for a number of years the Michigan Chris- 
tian Conference as president, besides filling 
many other offices in the Christian Church 
with much acceptability. In 1865, Mr. and 
Mrs. Millard were appointed by Gov. Crapo, 
Michigan military agents at. Washington, 
D. C. He served the State of his adoption 
well and faithfully in this office and closed 
up the business of the agency with great 
satisfaction to the State. It has been as- 
serted as a fact that Dr. and Mrs. Millard 
received this appointment as the result of 
a sermon he preached at the outbreak of the 
war, on the firing on Fort Sumter. It was 
widely published and made a strong appeal 
to the people of the North. 

In 1888, Dr. Millard retired from the 
active pastorate, but not from active service 
in the ministry, for it fell to his lot to 
preach the gospel and minister in the homes 
of the people almost as long as he lived, 
supplying pulpits in both his own and other 
denominations and conducting funerals and 
marrying people in the community where he 
lived. It is said that he preached more 
funeral sermons than all the other pastors 
of his community, so that at the time of 
his death, the number he had preached was 
in excess of one thousand. He had married 
about 700 couples. Thus he kept up his 
work till two years ago, when declining 
health compelled him to yield to the in- 
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evitable. During the last year or two of his 
life he suffered from rheumatism and was 
able to get about but little. His last days 
were spent quietly in the home of his niece, 
Mrs. W. O. Westcott, who was to him as a 
daughter, ministering to him tenderly. It 
has been said that an own child could not 
have done more for his comfort than did Mrs. 
Westcott. Indeed, she and her husband 
moved to Portland, in 1900, that they might 
eare for Dr. and Mrs. Millard in their old 
age. 

Dr. Millard was a frequent contributor to 
the church and secular papers through fifty 
years of his long life. In 1874 he published 
the Memoirs of his lamented father, Rev. 
David Millard, who was formerly a pro- 
fessor in Meadville Theological Seminary. 
He wrote the hymn of the Reunion of the 
Christian Church, North and South, effected 
at Marion, Indiana, in October, 1890. It 
was written during the sitting of the Con- 
vention and Rev. C. V. Strickland set it to 
music and it was sung by the Convention 
in honor of, the reunion after years of sep- 
aration. The following is the hymn: 


A DIVIDED CHURCH REUNITED 


BY REY. DAVID E. MILLARD, D. D., 
Portland, Mich. 
Anon the wild winds blew, 
At length the dread storm came. 
The Union rent in two— 
Brought sorrow, grief, and shame. 
Chorus: 
Rejoice the storm is o’er, 
And peace and love now reign, 
We'll work as ne’er before— 
We'll rally now again, 


War’s fierce and dreadful strife 
Burst forth with savage yell, 

And brave men yielded life— 
Till countless thousands fell. 


The Church was rent in twain 
And Christians fell apart; 
The very thought brings pain— 
To each true brother’s heart. 


Swift time has flown since then, 
As sep’rate paths we've trod, 
Our nation’s one again— 
And we are one for God. 


Let all the wide world o’er 
Know we are one in love, 
And never, never more— 
Will strive as we have strove, 


God haste the glorious day, 
When all divided bands 

Shall be—as Christians say— 
One host throughout all lands. 


When Dr. and Mrs. Millard retired from 
the active work of the ministry, they chose 
Portland as the sunset residence of their 
pilgrimage. Portland had been Mrs. Mil- 
lard’s girlhood home. They were married 
there in 1854, and it seemed to them the 
place to finish their journey. Mrs. Millard 
passed away June 15, 1902. To him was 
given fifteen years of, life after his com- 
panion had been called away. 


Our acquaintance with Dr. Millard began 
in the Marion Convention in 1890 and con- 
tinued to the end of his-long and useful 
life. From the moment we met to his last 
day his friendship never wavered, so far 
as we know. He was a steady and faithful 
friend to the end and again and again, 
through these latter days of his life, he 
would now and then send note of an en- 
couraging character, as if to stimulate in 
any moment of burden or sorrow, or trouble. 
God bless his memory and may his works 
follow on, ever fruiting among the children 
of men for the glory of God in Christ. 


A NEW SONG-BOOK 


I am in receipt of a new song-book, 
“Songs for Children,” a new book and one 
of the best I have found. The music is 
bright, crisp, and easily within the range 
of childish voices; the words are dignified 
and acceptable. There are many songs for 
special occasions, so that it is not necessary 
to buy new material for every extra service, 
such as Christmas, New Year’s, Easter, etc. 

There is also a splendid assortment for 
the various departments of the Elemen- 
taries, so that this same song-book will 
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do for the different classes or grades. The 
book might be furnished to every Junior 
pupil, if desired, while the special songs to 
be memorized by Primaries could be written 
with India ink on ordinary white window- 
shades, which could be put up or taken down 
as desired. These shades are inexpensive 
and two songs can be written on one shade. 
The hangers can be put on the wall or the 
edge of the blackboard and a new song roll 
easily and quickly placed, the old one rolled 
and stored until needed again. Thus one 
set of books is made to do duty for the dif- 
ferent departments, as by following this 
plan books are needed in the Primary De- 
partment for only organist and teachers. 
In addition to the splendid song contents, 
there are also suggestive programs for Sun- 
day Service in Beginners, Primary, and 
Junior Departments, also programs for 
special days, Easter, Christmas, Mothers’ 
Day, etc., etc. In fact, I have not seen a 
book which seemed to me to combine so 
many good points as does this one. It 
makes one book answer all purposes, thus 
greatly reducing expenses. I unhesitatingly 
recommend it. Mrs. FRED BULLOCK, 
Elementary Supt., A. C. C. 


IN MEMORY OF REV. A. G. B. POWERS* 
BY MISS EMMA WINTER, AMARANTH, PA. 


A loved one from us now is gone 
The voice we loved is stilled ; 

There’s a vacant place in home and church, 
That never can be filled. 


A good and faithful servant he— 
He loved his Master’s work to do; 
He taught us how that we should live, 
To trust in Jesus and be true. 


His pilgrimage on earth is done— 
And all his work complete ; 

A voice then sweetly called him home, 
To rest in heaven at Jesus’ feet. 


With toil and cares of life all o’er— 
His spirit took its flight, 
To dwell in that bright land above 
Where death’s chill frosts can never blight. 


Cold Jordan’s waves he did not fear— 
His faith in God was strong. 
He’s gone with Jesus, the true Pilot, 

To join the heavenly throng. 


From the choirs of earth he now has gone— 
To join the celestial choirs above; 

The glad new songs with the redeemed to sing, 
The songs of God’s redeeming love. 


While here our loss we deeply feel— 
’Tis his eternal gain ; 
A home within that mansion fair, 
Where joy and peace shall forever reign. 


Why should our hearts with grief be filled ?— 
For God knows what is best; 

To all who do His will below, 
He'll give a sweet and happy rest. 


Then let us be content to wait— 
The meeting at the pearly gates; 
For if we’re faithful here below, 
We shall our friends in glory know. 


When with our loved ones we shall meet— 
Upon the shining golden shore 

We'll sing the songs divinely sweet, 
Where we shall meet to part no more. 





* Who died at his post, December 26, 1915, at Need- 
more, Pa., after many years in the gospel ministry. 


MEMPHIS NOON MEETING 
BY BEN COX 


“TI received the leaflets to-day as I came 
in from the cotton-field, tired out, but read 
half of one of them before dinner. Oh, 
what a blessing comes to my soul as I read 
these answers to prayers! Don’t know 
when I had such a blessing—all praise to 
our dear Lord!” 

So writes a brother who had asked for 
prayer-meeting folders, and who sent a 
money-order for the work. In the same 
mail comes a letter from an old lady in a 
Tennessee town, asking prayer for her two 
sons, enclosing a dime wrapped in a piece 
of paper, across which is written in large 
letters: “One dime, all the money I have.” 

The thrillingly interesting and inspiring 
thing that happen concerning the financial 
support of this enterprise are very encour- 
aging. Since our last report, sums have 
come in all the way from one penny to 
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$100, the latter amount coming recently 
from a Memphis woman who is deeply inter- 
ested in the work. The mail a few days 
since brought twenty-five dollars from a 
civil engineer who was converted at the 
prayer-meeting about a year ago. He is 
now working on a contract of over a hun- 
dred thousand dollars, and writes: 

“My Master and Lord has wonderfully 
used me since I left you. I spoke to 130 
soldiers and 128 stood for Jesus. Don’t let 
any of us drag the cross of Jesus in the 
dust.” 

Positions have been found for many peo- 
ple. One day a seventeen-year-old girl came 
to the meeting, specially interested in a 
woman in jail. At that meeting a man 
stood up and said: “I want you to pray 
that I may get a position.” The girl spoke 
up at once and said: “I know where you 
can get work—at my uncle’s.” We gave 
him a letter of endorsement and he went to 
work in two days. That was several months 
ago. The head of the firm told me a day or 
two ago that he was making good. 

A country boy came in one day recent- 
ly, saying he had been driven from home 
by an austere father, and that he must 
have work. A woman present insisted on 
his going to see her husband, who is fore- 
man of one of our large manufacturing 
plants. She gave a splendid report at the 
meeting yesterday concerning his work. 

A great encouragement came to us recent- 
ly when Hugh Patrick Williams stopped off 
for a day or two. He was en route from 
Louisville, where he has been doing Baptist 
mission work, to New Orleans, and will en- 
gage in the same work there. There was 
great rejoicing ’mongst our people as we 
remembered his conversion at the Rescue 
Mission and his faithful attendance at the 
noon prayer-meeting almost daily for quite 
a while. He felt called to preach and left 
Memphis, not knowing where he was going. 
Soon after he left, I received a letter from 
him saying: “I walked ten miles in the 
country to preach the gospel to some people 
living in tents.” The Lord has blessed him 
wonderfully. 

A thankful Georgia mother writes: “I 
thank you so much for your prayers in my 
behalf, and thank God that He has been so 
gracious to us, for I know He is answering 
prayers in my behalf. I never could have 
borne my recent bereavement in the death 
of a sweet little girl, had it not been for 
help I have obtained from God through your 
prayers.” 

A certain Memphis wife writes: “My 
heart is greatly burdened. Is there not a 
way to keep fathers from the war? I do 
not believe that our President intends that 
dependent wives and children should give 
their husbands and fathers, do you?” 

While I was in the Army Y. M. C. A. 
work a good deal of interest was expressed 
amongst the soldiers in the Noon Prayer- 
meeting Movement. At the close of a meet- 
ing one night in Montgomery, twenty-three 
soldiers joined the prayer league, signing 
this pledge: 

“Believing in the power of united prayer, 
I desire to become a member of the Noon 
Prayer League. I will endeavor to be in 
prayer some time between 12: 30 and 1: 00 
o’clock daily, if possible, for the requests 
presented at the meeting.” 

All correspondence concerning the 
League can be sent to the Noon Prayer- 
ee, Central Baptist church, Memphis, 

enn. 


EVANGELISM. By Oliver Worden Powers, 
M. A., D. D. 75 cents. The Christian 
Publishing Association, Dayton, Ohio. 
The author divides his theme into four 

parts—The Evangelistic Emphasis, The 

Evangelistic Message, The Evangelistic 

Spirit, and Evangelistic Methods. These 

themes are treated at reasonable length, and 

will be welcomed as helpful accession to the 
evangelistic literature of the year—The 

United Presbyterian. 
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WORKERS FOR OUR FIELD 


The Executive Board of The American 
Christian Convention has authorized a new 
comission to report at the next session of 
the Convention, called “Workers for the 
Field.” The commission would be glad to 
consider any ideas that any may have as 
to manning our field and would respectfully 
invite suggestions. You may communicate 
with the chairman or any of the commis- 
sioners: Revs. N. G. Newman, W. J. Hall, 
C. B. Hershey, G. C. Enders, J. ef Douglass, 
J. C. DeRemer, J. P. Barrett, Ber. Gy 2. 
Saunders. WARREN H. DENISON, 

Norfolk, Va. Chairman. 


PUBLIC ACTIVITIES 


What the President of Union Christian 
College Says: 


The book, Public Activities of J. J. Sum- 
merbell, is of more than ordinary value to 
the people of the Christian Church. It tells 
the story of one of the leaders in the history 
of the denomination. Leading men of the 
Church who were intimately associated with 
Dr. Summerbell tell of his work and activ- 
ities in his fifty years of public life for the 
Church and the Christian religion. These 
messages are instructive and _ inspiring. 
Young ministers should read the book to 
gain courage for the tasks before them, and 
the minister of experience and years of serv- 
ice will be cheered in his work by this story 
of loyaliy and devotion. And the reader, 
whether old or young, minister or layman, 
wo feel the necessity of a simpler faith and 

a greater dependence on Christ. 

The brief account of the Summerbell fam- 
ily and the biographical sketches of the in- 
dividual members give a splendid setting 
for the several chapters that follow. 

C. B. HERSHEY. 


Order this book of The Christian Publish- 
ing Association, Dayton, Ohio. Price, $1.00. 





Fallen Asleep 


MISS ELIZABETH EVANS, of Broadway, Ohio, 
departed this life-on November 25, 1917, aged 77 years 
and 7 months. She had been a member of the Chris- 
tian Church since February 7, 1862, and a subscriber 
to THE HERALD for about forty years. Funeral serv- 
ices were held at the Christian church, Raymond, 
Ohio, November 28, conducted by Rev. S. A. Caris, 
of Defiance, Ohio, a former pastor. 

° I. W. SANAFT. 


HELEN IONE HENDRICKSON, little daughter 
of Rev. R. L. and Mrs. Hendrickson, departed this 
life, November 138, 1917, aged 9 years and 29 days. 
While she was afflicted bodily, she had a bright mind 
and was a lover of the little baby Jesus. Funerzl 
services were conducted at Lincoln First Christian 
church by Rev. F. M. Strange, assisted by the minis- 
ters of the town. Ali extend to Brother and Sister 
Hendrickson our heartfelt sympathy. 

F. M. STRANGE. 





Official Information 





NEW ADDRESSES 


Rev. Mary G. Rheubottom, North Coloma, Mich. 

Rev. E. E. Bennett, Cynthiana, Indiana. 

Rev. S. B. Klapp, R. D. 3, Ruffin, N. C. 

Rev. Edward H. Macy, 16 Beckett St., Portland, Me. 

Rev. W. D. Samuel, Vaughnsville, Ohio. 

Hermon Eldredge, Army Y. M. C. A., Camp Upton, 
Long Island. 

Rev. J. T. Agema, R. D., Columbus Grove, Ohio. 

Rev. A. G. Lewis, Castile, N. Y. 

Rev. J. W. Garrett, Truro, Iowa. 


NOTICE 


Rev. Eugene and Mrs. Willard, recently from India, 
will be pleased to hear from vacant pastorates, with 
a view to identifying their efforts with each other in 
the service of the Lord. Their address is: Care of 
Rev. D. C. Loucks, Montensano, Wash. 


NOTICE 


The next session of the Fulton and Saratoga Chris- 
tian Quarterly Conference will meet in the Christian 
church at Cranberry Creek, oan 22 and 28, 1917. 


A. Wise, Secretary. 
East Galway, Nov. 24, sons. 
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OUR COUNTRY’S PRAYER 





The Religious-Patriotic Motto 


CHRISTIAN PATRIOTISM—That love 
and respect for the righteous laws and 
honorable institution by which we, as a peo- 
ple, are governed—finds vent from the 
Christian heart in prayer to Almighty God 
for a continuation of His great grace upon 
our noble land. 


This motto expresses that innermost de- 
sire of every intelligent American Chris- 
tian, and the demand for this wall decora- 
tion is created as soon as people hear of it 
or see it. The artistic embossed design— 
bearing the flag of the Union, tinted in its 
three colors of red, white, and blue—has an 
= background, mounted on stiff 

ard. 


Flag-staffs and lettering embossed in 
white. Silk cord to hang by. 


Size, 10x12 Inches. No. 5400. Each, 30 cents. 


THE CHRISTIAN PUBLISHING ASS’N., 
Fifth and Ludlow Streets 
DAYTON, OHIO 


HONOR ROLL 








KEEP THEIR NAMES BEFORE YOU 


‘“‘OUR COUNTRY’S DEFENDERS’’ 

The accompanying picture tells the story. 
Inscribe their names upon the roll. The 
boys who fight for good “Old Glory.” 


Their Records Hang Upon the Wall 


This beautiful photogravure Honor Roll, size 
16x20 inches, “Old Glory” shown in her 
virgin colors. Every schoolroom should 
have one, also every church and home. The 
Father of His Country, the Emancipator of 
His Country and the Defender of Democracy 
and Defenders of Their Country. Price, 50c. 


THE CHRISTIAN PUBLISHING 
ASSOCIATION 


Fifth and Ludlow Sts. Dayten, Ohio 






